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PLO study favors 
keeping monetary 
ties with Jordan 







By Bilal Hjjjarvi 
& Ahmad Shaker 

THE FUTURE monetary unit in 
the Palestinian self-rule areas con¬ 
tinues to be subject for specula¬ 
tion. A study by the economic unit 
of the PLO on the stale of the 
banking sector in the Occupied 
Temlories has argued in favor of 
maintaining the Jordanian dinar as 
legal tender. 

The 26-page document, 
obtained by The Star, said that the 
question that needs to be 
answered is whether the Palestin¬ 
ian leadership will consider end¬ 
ing the 66-year-old economic 
overlap and unity between the 
WesL Bank and the East Bank. 

"A devil's advocate, cloaked in 
radical Palestinian nationalism and 
adopting the Thatcberist stand on 
the European Monetary System 
(EMS). can argue tbm introducing 
the Palestine pound and establish¬ 
ing a Palestinian Central Bank, are 
prerequisites to establishing the 
future independent state in die ter¬ 
ritories,'' die writers of the report. 


a group of distinguished Palestin¬ 
ian economists, said. The report 
put forward arguments such as the 
fact dial the dinar has been weak¬ 
ened after its devaluation in 1989 
and that the balance of payments 
with Jordan is $40 million in favor 
of the West Bank. Another argu¬ 
ment is that adopting the dinar 
would mean that the Palestinian 


entity will have to follow Jordan's 
monetary policies accepting the 
outcome whatever it may be. 

The report refuted these argu¬ 
ments by acknowledging that the' 
dinar has regained a good deal of 
its strength recently. Formulating 
sound monetary policies along the 

Continued on page 2 
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Prisoners' release—first visible 
outcome of PLO-lsrael accord 
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Parliamentarians question 
UN policy in Bosnia 


By a Star staff writer 

WHEN THE word 'genocide' was 
first whispered from within the 
former Yugoslavia, the world 
9 could hardly believe it: not in this 
day and age and not to a European 
race. Responsibility for humani¬ 
tarian assistance was passed on to 
the UN. Now 13 leaders from 
around the world, including for¬ 
mer Jordanian Lower House dep¬ 
uty Leith Shubeilat, wonder if it 
was such a good idea to entrust 
rhe UN with such a mission. 

The International Parliamentari¬ 
ans Against Genocide in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, comprised of 
leaders from Australia, Malaysia, 
Italy, the United Kingdom and the 
United States issued a statement 
following a recent fact-finding 
mission to Zagreb, stating its dis- 

By Chris Hume 
^ Special to the Star 

JORDAN IS emerging as the 
stage for the latest round in inter¬ 
national market strategies being 
played out by Korea's electronics 
giants. But while the corporate 
brains in Seoul battle for global 
supremacy, Jordan looks set to 
reap long term benefits of its own. 

Imports from South Korea have 
come to dominate the Jordanian 
market for autos and electronics. 
Thai did not prepare the Korean 
electronics corporation. Goldstar, 
for the surprise they received 
when representatives of Darwish 
A1 Khalili company knocked on 
rheir door in 1990 with a proposal 
. w assemble Goldstar television 

v sets in Jordan. 

■■\Vc couldn't understand why 
anyone wanted to risk their money 
in Jordan at that time of instabil¬ 
ity/ admits Sang Hahm, Gold¬ 
star's representative in Amman. 

Two years later, TV sets were 
teine assembled in Jordan for die 
first time at the Darwish Ai Kha¬ 
lili plant at the Sahab Industrial 
Estate. Goldstar supplied the tech¬ 
nology’ the technical training, and 
90 percent of the input compo¬ 
nents. Twenty-four thousand 
Goldstar TVs were produced in 
the first year of operation alone 
and the locally-assembled models 
teipn to steal the matkcL The 
k competition, who faced a 120 per- 
ant dutv on the import of the fin¬ 
ished sets, were forced to take 
*notc. 


content with the role of UN forces 
in the former republic. 

"Frankly, the United Nations is 
biased," said Shubeilat, who 
joined the delegation to the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Among the group also was US 
Slate Department official Marshall 
Harris, who resigned in protest of 
American policy on Bosnia, join¬ 
ing the delegation in claiming that 
UN mediators Stolcenberg and 
Owen encourage policy that is 
"contradictory to the UN cove¬ 
nant" and encourages the status 
quo in Bosnia. 

"We are more convinced than 
ever that UN bias against Bosni¬ 
ans and their nation is real,” said 
Shubeilat 

Shubeilat and the group say that 
evidence of such bias lays in the 
simple fact that the group's efforts 


to visit the nation were repeatedly 
frustrated by UN officials, despite 
that it had been invited by Bos¬ 
nian and Serbian authorities. 

UNPROFOR refrained from 
granting approval to the mission 
for more than two weeks, said 
Shubeilat, but eventually, they had 
to say yes. "But they started put¬ 
ting obstacles in our way. For 
example, they granted us permis¬ 
sion, but they wouldn't transport 
us there." 

"Why? You tell me," he said. 

1 That's a very good question. Why 
shouldn't the UN want us there?" 

The group issued a written 
statement of what they believed to 
demonstrate UNPROFDR's bias 
against the Bosnians and which 
criticized UN forces for not exe- 

C on tinned on page 4 


By Michael Parks 
Los Angeles Times 

JERUSALEM—Israel Monday 
began freeing the more than 
13,000 Palestinian prisoners it 
holds, adhering to the peace 
accord reached with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization despite a 
new upsurge in violence and its 
deep anguish over releasing men 
and women it jailed as "terrorists." 

More than 20 buses, escorted by 
troops, rolled out of detention cen¬ 
ters and prisons throughout the 
afternoon to drop off a carefully 
selected group of nearly 700 
women, elderly or infirm men and 
teenagers detained mostly for 
stone throwing and painting slo¬ 
gans on village walls.. 

For the families of those who 
had been jailed, their jubilant 
return to homes on the occupied 
’ West Bank or Gaza Strip was the 
first, tangible step on the road 
toward peace. 

"For our youths, prison is nearly 
as universal as military service is 
for Israelis, and to see these young 
men coming borne means the war 
is over." said Anwar Abu Saleh, a 
merchant in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah, who came to the 
local headquarters of the Israeli 
military government, to greet his 
son. Mahmoud, 23, jailed just out 
of college two years ago for his 
PLO membership. 

"Every family, literally every 
family, has someone who is in 
prison or was in prison or who has 
been detained, and so the return of 
the prisoners echoes in every Pal¬ 
estinian home," he said. 

Tbe number released was 


small—just five percent of the 
estimated 13,400 Palestinians 
whom Israel holds in military and 
civilian prisons and detention cen¬ 
ters. The categories were strictly 
limited to those regarded as pos¬ 
ing no threat to Israeli security or 
stability -on the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. . 

"A very.'very modest start, 
really just minimal, bat still a 
start," said Ziad Abu Zayad, the 
Palestinian co-chairman of the 
joint committee that worked out 
the initial release. "We insist on 
the release of all prisoners and 
detainees, but we may have to 
proceed in stages to achieve 
progress." 

The release nonetheless brought 
angry protests from the Israeli 
right aa& apprehension among 
many ordinary Israelis worried 
about violence after the abduction 
and killing Sunday of two soldiers 
in die Gaza Strip and an abortive 
suicide attack on security forces 
there Monday by the driver of a 
car loaded with explosives. 

For both Israelis and Palestini¬ 
ans, the release of prisoners ranks 
among the most important and the 
most sensitive issues that must be 
resolved smoothly for the accord 
on Palestinian autonomy to suc¬ 
ceed. It is being treated in the 
negotiations as an issue of "confi¬ 
dence building" rather than human 
rights. 

"People are pleased, but gener¬ 
ally they feel this is not enough," 
Abu Zayad said. "For us, this is 
not an issue for bargaining. Tbe 
prisoners must be released as 
most were imprisoned for political 
activity, for their protests against 


Korea's TV tigers come to town 


Samsung Electronics and their 
Jordanian distributor, Ahmed Issa 
Murad Co. (AIMC), were the first 
to respond. They commenced 
assembly of Samsung TVs at the 
AIMC plant in Sahab in January 
1993.' ' ^ ' 

Now Korea’s Daewoo C orpus 
about to enter the fray. In Decem¬ 
ber their Jordanian partner, Abu 
Haltan for Electronic and Electri¬ 
cal industries, will begin produc¬ 
ing a ranee of TVs brand-named 
General Deluxe. This will bring 
the combined annual capacity of 
the Jordanian plants close to 
300,000 units. 

For the moment everyone is 
happy with their respective part¬ 
ners. Yet. as all the players 
acknowledge, the Jordanian sum 
does not add up. Jordan's total 
population is about the same as . 
that of a medium-sized Korean 
city, but no Korean city could 
hope to support three major TV 
manufacturers. 

Goldstar's Hahm fears the sud¬ 
den explosion of capacity will 
prove counter-productive. The 
inevitable cut-throat price war 
may benefit the consumer today, 
he says, but a slump in prices will 
absorb profits that are needed for 
rc-investment in the Jordanian 
electronics industry. He contrasts 
the role played by state regulation 
in the Korean success story: Gold¬ 



star were granted a 10-year mon¬ 
opoly of production* in Korea 
before Samsung were finally per¬ 
mitted to set up in competition. 

"In Jordan," he says, “there is 
no control. Employment is consid¬ 
ered more important. But the pol¬ 
icy will be a problem for industry 
in the longer term." 

Newer arrivals on the Jordanian 
scene are understandably more 
enthusiastic regarding the benefits 
of unfettered competition. Never¬ 
theless. they also acknowledge the 
need for an export valve to take 
pressure off the local market 
Without export growth, says Eun- 
Nam Song, general manager of 
the Daewoo liaison office in 
Amman, current production 

capacities are irrational. 


Indeed, the 
Daewoo/Abu 
Haltan strategy 
is focused pri¬ 
marily on the 
re-export busi¬ 
ness. The pros¬ 
pect of foe 
Iraqi market 
eventually 
coming back 
| on line is par¬ 
ticularly 
enticing. 

Meanwhile, 
AIMC are rely¬ 
ing upon more 
a orthodox solution to the problem 
of over-supply—a tactical assault 
to drive the competition out of 
Jordan s high street stores. They 
believe a combination of public 
faith in the Samsung name and tbe 
strength of the family 'firm* will 
give them the edge in hand-to- 
hand combat. 

If the Jordanian market is too 
small to attract direct Korean 
investment at this time, the type of 
relationships established do have 
distinct advantages for the Jorda¬ 
nian manufacturing sector. The 
Jordanian companies an view 
local production of Korean prod¬ 
ucts as the first step on the road to 
establishing an independent elec¬ 
tronics industry in Jordan. 

Nabil Yousscf Abdallah, group 


marketing director of Darwish AJ 
Khalili, is hoping to declare auton¬ 
omy from Goldstar by the year 
2000. Now that production has 
been localized, he says, the next 
steps are to manufacture electrical 
components in Jordan, and then 
move on into research and devel¬ 
opment. Keeping to schedule will 
depend in part on the penetration 
of export markets, but recent 
orders from France, Lebanon and 
Kazakhstan are a good start. 

ABIC are characteristically 
bullish on the issue of "input" sub¬ 
stitution. They already manufac¬ 
ture 40 percent of their compo¬ 
nents on site at their Sahab plant, 
and they even hope to supply Abu 
Haltan and Darwish AI Khalili Co 
in the future. 

However, there are other more 
cautious voices who emphasize 
the problems of scale. "If [a Jorda¬ 
nian company] invests half a mil¬ 
lion dollars in a new production 
mold and the style changes six 
months later, then you have a 
problem," says Goldstar's Hahm. 
Goldstar's own global R & D bud¬ 
get of $430 million for 1992 puts 
Jordanian aspirations in a clearer 
Perspective. Abu Haltan General 
Manager Osama Darwish is 
another who doubts whether local 
production of state-of-the-art inte¬ 
grated circuits will prove viable. 

In any event, partnership with a 


the Israeli occupation, for their 
struggle for Palestinian indepen¬ 
dence. Their release and recogni¬ 
tion help vindicate our struggle." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
sought both to reaffirm his com¬ 
mitment to the historic agreement 
reached, with the PLO. and to 
reassure Israelis worried about the 
release of so many Palestinians 
jailed as "terrorists.'’ 

The commitment that was 
given will be fulfilled," Rabin told 
a parliamentary committee Mon¬ 
day after the opposition Likud 
objected because of tbe killing of 
the two soldiers Sunday by guer¬ 
rillas of the fundamentalist 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 

Israel bad "made clear to the 
(PLO) that people with blood on 
their hands will not be released, 
certainly not in the near future," 
Rabin added. 

The number of Palestinian pris¬ 
oners that Israel holds at present is 
unclear, even to cabinet members. 
Although Rabin declared the total 
to be 9500, other government 
sources used the 13,400 figure, 
two-thirds of ihem in miOtaiy 
facilities and the rest in civilian 
prisons. 

Of those, between 500 and 600 
have been convicted of murdering 
or attacking Israelis with the 
intent to kill, and the government 
intends to hold them as long as 
possible. Between 400 and 500 
people are held without charge 
under Israel's detention laws. ■ 

La Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

mwnBHBsmw 

Korean big brother remains a 
necessity for the time being and all 
three Jordanian companies are in 
the process of localizing produc¬ 
tion of other Korean-designed 
appliances. Darwish AI Khalili (To 
already manufacture washing 
machines and refrigerators and 
AIMC are about to move into 
microwave oven production. 

And the technology flow from 
the east carries a cultural impera¬ 
tive; now that we have new indus¬ 
trial facilities, says Nabil Youssef 
Abdallah, "we have to industrial¬ 
ize the minds of our managers and 
foremen." 

The consumer may also be in 
for some surprises as the battle for 
retail sales spills over Into cus¬ 
tomer service. Goldstar have ini¬ 
tialed a post-sale contact system 
they term 'Happy Call.' The nov¬ 
elty of such a service in Jordan has 
left some customers "amazed and 
confused," say Goldstar, but they 
are confident the competition will 
follow their example. "We have to 
lead," says Hahm. 

The Asian 'tigers' represent an 
attractive role model for Jordans 
industrial sector. But there is a 
long way to go before Jordan 
emerges as the new Singapore of 
the Middle East, and the accelerat¬ 
ing pace of techno-industnal 
development will not make the 
task any easier. The management 
at Darwish AI Khalili Co certainly 

harbor no illusions. 

"What Goldstar needed to do in 
ten years," says Abdallah, we 
have to do in two." ■ 
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GoldStar in Amman 

■ South Korean electronics corporation, GoldStar, convened 
its regional conference in Amman from 25 to 28 October. Mr 
S.K. Chin, president of GoldStar was present at the conference 
along with Mr Mustafa Khalili, group president of GoldStar/ 
Jordan. The decision by the company's board of directors to 
hold their meeting in Amman reflected GoldStar's confidence 
in the economic and political stability enjoyed by Jordan. 


Hahm, aimed at coordinating plans of GoldStar/Korea and 
GoIdStar/Jordan for 1994, ana to brief participants on the cor¬ 
poration’s drive to export GoldStar electronics to new world 
markets. The meeting also mapped out plans for future invest¬ 
ment in Jordan and the local manufacture of GoldStar products. 
Mr Khalili concluded foal the company is embarking on a pro¬ 
ject to develop joint Korean-Jordanian research and develop¬ 
ment facilities to perfect a TV technology that is compatible 
with the Middle EasL "GoldStar Jordan will soon be exporting 
50 percent of its total production output," said Mr Khalili. ■ 
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Allowing 
refugees to 
return may take 
20 years, Dudin 

By Amy Henderson 

Star staff writer 

OPENING THE Occupied Territories -—-> 

to Palestinian refugees may require Ik 

more time than the Palestinians and 
Israelis needed to reach the latest peace 
accord—years if not decades. 

The waves or refugees absorbed by 
Jordan since 1948, numbering nearly 2 * \ 

minion, and those in the rest of the ■Bp" 4. :ifl 
diaspora, have been segmented so HK -; PP 
severely that the right of return could L 

be limited to a select few, Mr Marwan 
Dudin, Jordan's delegate to the multi- ' V 

lateral talks on refugees, told The Star. -- ■ 

Last week, Israeli Deputy Foreign Dudin 
Minister, Yossi Beilin, confirmed 
Israel's decision to allow a mere 5000 
Palestinians a year to enter the territories as part of a family 
reunification program. 

Only 90,000 displaced persons, a fraction of Jordan's refugee 
population, are inelnded in the family reunification category, 
said Dudin. Six thousand of these are already firing in the West 
Bank with visitor permits. Their presence in the territories is 
considered illegal by the Israeli authorities. 

Nonetheless, "Israel has promised to look into their final 
status on a case by case basis, although., Jordan is against such 
approach," the former Government minister said. "They [Israe¬ 
lis] are approving some [already in the territories] but, in other 
words, this whole [family reunification] process could take at 
least 20 years." 

Refugees in tbe family reunification program have been item¬ 
ized in categories such as the reunion or spouses and the addi¬ 
tion of children to family documents, he said. 

A question foremost in the minds of most Palestinians is pre¬ 
cisely who will be included in the family reunification and what 
is to become of those who fall outside of this category. 

This category of refugees shouldn’t be confused with refugees 
of the Six Day War, Dudin said. 

"Those in the family reunification program are not part of the 
refugees included in any of the three major exoduses," he 
explained. "They are the Tall-out' refugees: people who hold 
identity cards from tbe Occupied Territories, but had failed to 
return before their expiry for one or another reason, and were 
prevented from returning, and others who were forced out for 
many reasons, many of whom still have families in the 
territories." : 

A certain fate for Jordan's 1.9 million refugees, not included ! 
in the reunification program, has yet to come, but Dudin said he 1 
is optimistic about their future. 

"The Palestinians, I believe will soon deckle on their own who 
will return." he said. "And the time is coming for serious discus¬ 
sions on the return or all displaced refugees of 1967." He cited 
an article in the joint PLO-lsrael declaration of principles call¬ 
ing for a joint committee that invites Jordan, Egypt and Israel 
to discuss modalities for (he return of the '67 displaced persons 
during tbe final status negotiations in the near future. 

"Although modalities of how these refugees will return will 
have to be laid down, I personally expect that the new Palestin¬ 
ian authority will have enough empowerment to act alone by 
then regarding re-entry and exit of its refugees," he said. ■ 
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A/z unconventional report on Jordanian news and 


Jordanian banks go to 
the Occupied 
Territories 

■ Jordanian Banks are falling all 
over each other in their quest to 
open up branches in dje Occupied 
Territories. First it was the Caint>- 
Amman Bank, then the Arab 
Bank, and now the Bank of Jor¬ 
don. All these banks are in the pro¬ 
cess of opening branches all over 
the Occupied Territories; but 
recently the Bank of Jordan has 
gone as for as to rent a building in 
downtown Gaza for its new 
branch at a cost of JD 30.000 
annually. The bank signed a con¬ 
tract and paid rent for two years 
on the understanding that it builds 
one more floor. Meanwhile the 
Housing Bank is presently in the 
process of opening eight branches 
in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

CCC encouraging local 
industry 

M The general manager of the 
Civil Consumer Coip.. Mr. 
Mohammad Al Abdullin said the 
corporation docs not import any 
products if there is a substitute for 
it local]). This is in keeping with 
its policy of encouraging local 
industry. He went on to say th3t 
the corporation has no shortage of 
local goods such as clothes, 
kitchen utensils and home grown 
foodstuffs. 

Jobs in plenty 

M The employment office of the 
Ministry of tabor said it had 
found work for 1070 people out of 
1345 that were registered as look¬ 
ing for work in September. The 
manager of the employment 
office. Mr. Omar Khamash. said 
that 90 percent of those employed 
were in the unskilled, industrial 
and service sectors: only 10 per¬ 
cent were employed in the mana¬ 
gerial. administrative and sales 
sectors. He said that there are 
always employment opportunities 
in the furniture industry, in tailor¬ 
ing for both men and women, gold 
craftsmanship. Jea^er .^industries 
and bakeries. Biit~~ih»»<;f» iridutfrifts 
an: unfortunately regarded as 
unbefitting for the modem man of 


Jordan. And as a result while 

unemployment seems to be ever 
increasing, there arc. according to 
Mr Khamash numerous job oppor¬ 
tunities waiting io be filled. 

On the road to 

normalization 

■ The Israeli Energy Minister Mr 
Moshe Shahel has said that repre¬ 
sentatives from a Gulf state vis¬ 
ited Israel recently to begin nego¬ 
tiations to sell it natural gas 
through a pipeline to be built 
according to The Jerusalem Post.- 
The Gulf slate is the the world's 
second producer of natural gas. 
but the minister refused to give 
the name of the state. The minister 
said that. "Wc have conducted a 
small number of intensive meet¬ 
ings with them and though we are 
a small market (hey sec our loca¬ 
tion as a superb outlet to the Euro¬ 
pean market for their product. 

Mr ShahaJ said the Egyptians 
have approached the Israelis to 
explore the option of selling them 
natural gas, extending a pipeline 
to Israel and that he would be 
travelling to Egypt next month to 
discuss the details further. The 
minister said that Israel is inter¬ 
ested in working with Jordan to 
establish a joint electricity grid 
along the Jordan Valley from the 
north to Aqaba/Elat in the south. 

A joint grid would allow the 
two countries to pool resources 
instead of running expensive par¬ 
allel grids through the Jordan Val¬ 
ley he said. 

Zerqa celebrates Arab 
Environmental Day 

M As the country celebrated Arab 
Environmental Day, the Munici¬ 
pality of Zerqa started its program 
last week by cleaning the streets 
and planting trees in Army Street. 
Jana'a Avenue and the city's park¬ 
ing area (o make the streets look 
more beautiful. 

They provided waste containers, 
distributed plastic bags and 
painted the curbs of the streets. 

Mr Yaser Al Omari. Mayor of 
Zerqa ..was accompanied by 



tour of the city. 

Mr Al Omari stressed the neces¬ 


sity of co¬ 
operation 
and unity 
in their 
efforts to 
stop pollu¬ 
tion and 
make 
Zerqa 
clean and 
green. Mr 
AJ Omari 
appealed 
tothecid- 
zens to co- Oman 
operate to 
achieve 

the maximum results from the 
city's program. He also said the 
city is willing to hear about any 
concerns from the public. 


Election box 

M The number of candidates 
standing for elections is now 549. 
At the close of registration last 
week it was 559. So far ten candi¬ 
dates have withdrawn from run¬ 
ning. The majority of these said 
they withdrew to give other candi¬ 
dates who are standing a better 
chance of winning. Some of these 
candidates are tribal, however, 
and their withdrawal in most cases 
is to consolidate the tribal vote. 

■ An interesting phenomena dur¬ 
ing this campaign is that banners 
of candidates are being hoisted in 
constituencies in which they are 
not contesting. 

■ Some are seeing the election 
campaign as the epitome of ration¬ 
ality . Through looking at the ban¬ 
ners which are in every nook and 
cranny of our streets some like 
Issa Al Sheibi writing in Ad Dus- 
tour say that the campaign has 
been characterized by its sober¬ 
ness and objectivity arid not by its 
fiery character. This is unlike the 
last election campaign of 1989. 
However, a good many others are 
saying that despite the fact elec¬ 
tion fervor dominated Jordanian 
politics for the last few months 
nonetheless the actual campaign 
has gotten off to a slow start. Now. 
in its third week,, the canjpaign js 
TuTT seen as limp’and lacking in 
vitality- despite the fact that for the 
first time you have more than 10 
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political parties participating in 
the elections. Could it be the 
imposition of the Government's 
eerie views in disallowing the 
holding of election rallies, or is it 
much more fundamental— 
pertaining to the state of political 
culture in tin's country which polit¬ 
ical parties are doing little to 
alleviate? 

■ In the Irbid constituency there 
are 00 prospective candidates, 56 of 
■ which are Muslims competing for 

eight seats, and eight Christian 
candidates competing for one seaL 
New political parties, except the 
Islamic Action Front will not be 
standing here. The 1AF will be 
putting up four candidates for re- 
election which include: Dr. 
Ahmad Al Kofahi, Abd Al 
Raheem Al Ukoor and Yosef Al 
Khasawneh. Dr Husni Al Shiyaab 
will be standing for re-election, as 
well as Dr Theeb Marji a chemis¬ 
try lecturer at Yarmouk University 
who broke away with the Popular 
Unity Party—now fighting in a 
safe Christian seat, and Abd Al 
Raouf Al Rawabdeh. general sec¬ 
retary of Al Yakatha Party. Forty 
ocher candidates will be contesting 
the election for the first time. 
There will also be five previous 
ministers standing who include: 
Dr Aref Al Batayneh (Health). Mr 
Saleh lr5hidat (Youth). Dr Abd Al 
Razzak Tbeishat (Municipalities). 
Mr Mohammad Ibraheem Al 
Aiawneh (Agriculture) and Mr 
Raouf Al Rawabdah (Public 
Works). Of those standing, there 
are five lawyers, four engineers, 
four holders of doctorates, five 
educationalists and three members 
of the Irbid Council. 

■ It seems that a row bordering 
on confrontation is developing 
between the Government and the 
Islamic Action Front. First, the 
Government banned rallies—a 
move that was widely taken to tar¬ 
get the IAF and now it has trans¬ 
ferred "tens" of IAF supporters 
from their place of work to other 
govemo rates in the country. On 
both counts, the Government says 
it is acting within the law, some¬ 
thing wfbich the IAf.. utterly 
ire&ites; tyit<'|he questiop aft ^ 
there be anymore "antagonism" 
between both sides in die grand 
finale of the campaign, and how 
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much will the IAF take before it 
pulls out of the campaign (as its 
promised it would) if any more 
pressure is applied. Recently, it 
attempted to hold a press confer¬ 
ence in their headquarters, but 
police intervened and broke up the 
meeting to the anger and dismay 
of the IAF leadership. They are 
presently meeting to decide their 
next move of action. Meanwhile 
the Popular Unity Party and the 


People's Democratic Party 
(Hashd) have also accused the 
Government ofelection irregulari¬ 
ties and threatened to boycott the 
November elections. 

French expert gives 
lecture on water 
irrigation 

M The French Embassy (Cultural 
Department) in cooperation with 


Petra I: 


the fruit growers associations and 
the Ministry of Agriculture have 
asked Mf HugueL a French 
researcher at the National Institute 
for Agricultural Research, to .give 
a lecture about his agricultural pro¬ 
jects al the Amra Hotel, Jericho 
room, today Thursday at 10:00 
am. Mr Huguet was asked to give 
this lecture in response to matters 
raised by Jordanian farmers con¬ 
cerning the use of water irrigation. ! 


Despite hiccups, Mr Hikmat 
promises the show will go on! 


By Bilal Hijjawi 
Star Busiess Editor 

JORDAN NEEDS international 
exhibitions as much as it needs to 
develop its export driven indus¬ 
tries. Such exhibitions act as the 
infrastructure on which bilateral 
communications take place and 
export based industries thrive. 

Rapport resulting in serious busi¬ 
ness is accomplished, business 
cards are exchanged, and latest 
product releases are 

displayed whereby —__ 

companies get to 
sneak preview their 
future competition. • 

In the Middle East i 

this business is still fl 

in its infancy. In Jor- a 

dan. Petra !, held ■ 

between 17 and 22 1 

October, was the 1 

first to bring back A 

the luster to the 
international exhibi- 
tion scene domesti- 
cally. For the first IlMfl 

manufacturers par- 
.ticipated in a show 
in the Middle East 

The total cost of ,, ... . 

over JD 68,000 is Mr Waltd Hikmat 
probably the highest 
ever in Jordan's fair business and 
their magazine portrayed an excel-. 
lent image of exhibitors. It 
included addresses, history synop¬ 
ses and contact names about the 
exhibitors in English and Arabic. 

Interviewed by The Star on the 
first day of Petra I, the exhibitors 


CANADIAN IMMIGRA¬ 
TION obtain an immigrant visa 
for yourself and your depen¬ 
dents by investing SCDN 
250,000 for 5 years or by quali¬ 
fying under Self Employed or 
Entrepreneur categories of the 
Canadian Government Business 
Immigration Program. Call or 
write C.Neale Associates lim¬ 
ited, 1656 Robie Street, Hali¬ 
fax. Nova Soctia B3H 3E7, 
Canada. Tel (902) 885-3364 
Fax (902) 885-3171 (24 hours) 


said they »i were unsure of the 
rewards of their participation. But 
when interviewed again alter die 
show, the exhibitors displayed, 
their gratitude, to Mr Walid Hik¬ 
mat, the organizer of Petra I, 
acknowledging the rewards gained 
from participation. 

The exhibitors understood, how¬ 
ever, that some of (he problems 
that occured did not result from 
bad planning. According to Mr 
Hikmat, the customs department 
did not 

_ facilitate 

vai sjtm the cfear- 

K ; a nee trans¬ 

actions for 
the partici¬ 
pants in th<£ 
show. He 
stated that 
the Cham¬ 
ber of Com¬ 
mence and 
other busi¬ 
ness associ¬ 
ations 




tional. "We cried to * warn exhibi¬ 
tors of the difficulties inherent in 
out custom clearance system and 
that they either assign a custom's 
agent or ask us to find them one; 
some listened and others did not, 
causing themselves a good deal of 
problems," said'MrHikmaL .. 

But the fact that Pietra I met with 
approval, being a first of a future 
series of Petras, has had exhibitors 
anticipate a leap and more compet¬ 
itive niture exhibitions in Jordan. 
"The exhibitors are not-used to 
this yet and Hikmat International's 
strict management may have 
angered some, but it was. neces¬ 
sary to -implement the general 
rules laid down' in the contract 
signed by them," Mr HDqnat said. 
Many participants did noi: abide by 
the rules listed in the agreement 
causing some 1 problems for them¬ 
selves and others. "Some exhibi¬ 
tors asked md* for extra electrical 
cables for their equipment as we 
were about to receive HRHPrince 
Faisal. Others . changed.£* {heir 


__| compliance 

r ,-. . -of exhibi- 

likmat tors . us i n g 

products for 
display purposes only to no avail; 
the exhibitors were still met with 
deep suspicions. "They under¬ 
mined our business reputation, 
something we are trying to foster 
with the international exhibitors 
who are messengers of their busi¬ 
ness communities," says Mr 
Hikmat 

He defended Hikmat Interna 


iassuretkandmiapfioi (and asked att riS^sopply- 
even (man- them fvfhth 'a three phase line and! 
daily, guar-* some wanted some extra chairs at 
anteed the the last moment We couldn't meet 
compliance -many of these requests because' it 
of exhibi- was a last minute request". The 
tors . using president of HDrinat said that one 
products for needs to hold a show more than 
' to no avail; once before people get used to the 
till met with rules and thea operation will, run 
Tiey under- smoother. Mr Hikmat concluded 
reputation, that many Jordanian business insti- 
ing to foster rations were boycotflhg the show 
il exhibitors. for unclear reasons. "JBDCO, 
>f their busi- Industrial Cities -Corporation, the 
says Mr Ministry of Industry and Trade 
among others did not show up at 
mat Interna the fair for some reason." ■ 


time. * 

The new cutrefacy 
some time before devdtop^.fiK,^-'. : 
worthy reputation needed j 

turing financial rcawtceMo*r. i 
veloping the local PafcstHrtM-UA’.ir ■ 
nancial institutions. Tfc; 
argued that the case, of (fc-fMWBftr': 
ble balance of trade in j 

Bank is a superficial' 
overall balance of payments \ 
Occupied -’TcrritorieslS^ a«w*£> 
"With Israel atone it is $657;«lf*v ; v- ; 
fion." the report staged. The ; 

behind the Jordanian defirit 
the West Bank is that there 
many- obstacles for marketing: 

East Bank's products in the West* ! 
Bank; once these are lilted the tetif:: ; 

ana would soon shift in Jwtaifes 
favor. The report explained 
the Palestinians will need id 
Jordanian dinars to purchase 
daman goods and .that.will.deptae.-?^ 
a badly needed foreign currertey,'^.. 
"If the Jordanian dinar is psw. 1. ... 
both countries will havc.to bea.^' 
the losses when importing goods*, 

. .. 1 : - i " 1 A ' ' 

The study acknowledged' thBtV.p.j 
the developmental plan Tor 8 Si.Ld.. 
banking sector is ued.ro the implc* 
mentation of the Gaza-Jericho jj 
First agreement. . , - : 

The "economic goal of this ptsnv - 
is to reconstruct a Palestinian.soei* 
ety capable.of attracting the high—- 
cst possible number of Palestine J 
ans to return to their homeland- To -- -- 
arrive at these objectives, the : : ~ 
study concluded that the future-'?.’, 
Palestinian state will need to 
entangle itself from Israel's econo- _ , 
my and reestablish its tics with : ^ 
Jordan, the Arabs and the world. ‘; *. V. 

To begin implementing the pfeos _ .. 
the study stipulated that (here is a.'.. 
need to establish a central author!- ,‘^T 
ty for the banking system. From: 

1948 to 1967, the central authority^.',.', 
was Hie the Central Bank of Jop- 
dan. Today. Palestinian banking to r’j 
the Occupied Territories is nlmosi 4 
non existent. Except for the marg^.-/-’ 
nal operations carried through thci- 
Cairo Amman Bank (CAB) and f! 
the Bank of Palestine in .Gaza, Js^; - h . 
raeli banks have free control in the • H .' ; - 
West Bank and Gaza. The number 
of Israeli banks operating there to- « 
tal 17 branches in ihe West Bank . 
and East Jerusalem and five in 
Gaza Strip. 

The : study suggested that the • 

states. During the interim self-rule . 
period tin study suggested that v.X- 
CBJ takes control while cocrdinat- 
ingwith the self rule authority. 

The study also recommends that 'I 
all Jordanian commercial banks be • 
allowed to reopen their branches, ’ 
while newly-estabh'shed Palestini¬ 
an banks will be allowed to come 
into Jordan. 

TTw study also recommends the 
setting up of four new banking in- 7 
stitutions: housing and urban de¬ 
velopment agricultural credit,.in- ■ 
dustrial and services and credit -.... 
guarantee banks. ■ 




The Islamic Democratic Movement 

Profile of an Islamic 



By Suzanne Zima 
Special to the Star - 

"ITS A movement, an education, 
a philosophy," said party activist 
Sased George. The Islamfc'JDrano- 
cratic Movement, or n DuaV is 
also a political party, and by this 
means it hopes to take its message 
to the streets. 

Formed four years 'agp, the 
movement began as a protest-by a 
group of people who believe Islam. 
is being misused by other political 
partus for self-interest >od manip¬ 
ulation of the masses. Dua'a spe- 
cifically opposes ’ the' Muslim 
Brotherhood's - interpretation of 
Islam. "We want to chahgeXthe.'- 
view of the people about Islam, 
because they (the Brotherhood)., 
are telling the people things that.' 
are not in. the QjtrdrC said. 
Mohammed El Sawadeh, one of- 
, the movement's founders. . 

"We founded the party because 
we wanted Islamic teaching to be 
freed ' from the control of 'toe 
sheikhs.* said El Sawadeh. There 
is no basis for (such) religious 
authority in Islam." 

"There is no political system ; ih 
toe Quran." according to General 
Secretary Mr Yusef Abu Baker. 
But, as an Islamic party, Dua'a 
adheres to the guidelines of the 
Quran and advocates a democratic 
model of government. based on J 
Islamic law. toe sharia. No group 
has claim to the one correct inter 1 -, 
pretation of Istomic law. Said toe. 
party's general secretary,' *God fs 
toe only person .who can know: 
what is in the Quran. Nobody can 
say he is more conect than another 
—• • even Doa’a, even"., .they 

Brotoertiood." • 

Thus Dua'a does nq^rtvocate. 
the conc^t' of an “IsWki' goY- 
emnwot TVe want to return to the 


-Holy Book to pick up solutions for 
our problems, bra we want to sep¬ 
arate the government from relig¬ 
ious authoriiy," smd Mr George. 

"If we say .we are an Islamic 
-goyemment, (then) we are saying 
we are a government of Islam, and J 
Islam £s from God, told we are a 
government of . God.- This is not 
right. If someone opposes me, I 
will say be is opposing God and 
not me. Who can oppose the repre-. 
seotative of God? So there (would 

- be) no democracy—no one would 
dais to objects" said Abu Baker. 

He explained his stand on 
; democracy arid-JonJani cm-natipnal- 
ism: "We.are a democratic party. 

- We are Muslim persons; there are 

also (Chri stian) persons, and there 
-are ilso imbe&evers. We are.all 
Jordanians:' here;. _beJieveis and 
unbelievers.” ■. \\y~: - * ‘ 

Said Mr Gedrge, a ‘Christian 
member, "Christiains^ joined - toe 
party becao«rwe need someone to 
.understand jus/. We are hot the./ 
.enemy. - V" ; - ' 

We want to; cooperate with Mus¬ 
lims. We are ohe^we are Arabs, ’ 
we areTordamans.* ---y ■ 

• A -' proporiera 'of pan-Arab 
nationah'st ideologyy.. Duafa sup¬ 
ports an Arab" 'ccohpmic . union, ; 
open ;; 3 xnrierr arid, - free : trade,' 
betwfcew Arab states^The general 
. secretly said, 'yWe woirid.lilce' to 
' seel toe of a tutted / 

Arab world;'but onechoseirby-tbe' 
pec^ple,not ^ govenrnttnts.".;.: ..-' . 
: y&ra'a rirpports^a fiee^ market. 
‘bwsion^ .'w®-.-jfonie; -gpvenimaar 
controls ami certain services to. be j 
;State-ninVwito oxdy mb^rategov-. 

emmOTt mterferencoln^ tfeoiecon^- 
. oray iinrirder to pn^eetthej>n vate 
seaory yy y. f ■' 

Dua'a -supports- the recwit peace - 
agreentent betweeir■•HLQ. and _ 
Israel. Arizona] peace setriemear '■ 




AbuBaker 

is seen as h-prelude and 
•for-democracy and clean 
rbent foe die Arab states; V..-. 

- -The general secretary 
-fflnlitary regimes 
Middle East) have governed^ toee=! 
. pplo Wito an iron fist;?:^ 
force, jn toe name of toe ijte ra t fo rigg 
of Palestine.- If there is. 
between The Arabs ana lately 

■ then there will be no 
these regimes to exist." 

Abu Baker is ruhning f^^ 
seat irr Amman's-fifth districtiT^^ 
: party, expects io win three 

toe • upcoming parliamajli^B 

■ elections.'.' • 

; .- Although the party 
and norm rated several wothw^^l 
party candidates ; to iun 
Hameataiy elections; 
candidates wnthdreWtoejrcan^^^ 
cies because .they^believe soei&m 
is: not ready-to elect fertate 
wans, Ironiialiy. ] t wan&zi 
themselves in toe. voting poWar^ 
who are most resistant to 
rag^ women in roles of potidcal- 
leadetship. ■ 
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Blaming Palestinians: A case of 
mistaken nationalism 

eIc^m« h fftSS nill | 0f lh ® 1 final countdown for the 8 November 
?2 an,!ms from waDts of life are bracing themselves 
.Je'Hosi unpredictable political events in^themoto 
nil 1 ? d °r Jordan - Unpredictable because no one knows what the 
hSr hS ,ai S C Sj^ 11 really look H** °ow that all the usual cards 
5^*5" shuffled and reshuffled. One can easily blame the poS£ 
the SS l SP n \? nl 5 l i“ t J! oor fOT *** contusion that is spreading on 
S^ ank :° f *>« River Jordan. In fact, some EaSloXuS 
are doing just that—blaming Palestinians. 

correspondent in the Middle East, Susan Sachs reported 
J™?r*" 1013 ? on Tuesday that some East Jordanians are becoming 

AhSf f “,l i0 ^_“ wards Palestinians. She quote 

Mr Abdel Hadi AI Majak, head of A1 Ahd Party, as saying; "AD 
^hfe. I fought for their cause. We have lived the Paksticiari 
problem since it started. My generation never had a rest: we were 
under siege. This smaD country has an armed forces of 
i-a.uuu men! Maintaining it diverted us from cultural and eco¬ 
nomic development. We lost 50 years of development. This is our 
a e that we are neat to Palestine. We lost lives, opportunities, nor¬ 
mal life, money." 

Another, Al Rai columnist Mr Tariq Masarwa, was quoted in the 
same story as saying, "If the PLO wants to go its own way, without 
consulting Jordan, let the Palestinians leave Jordan once and for afl. 
ine West Bank was always a burden to Jordan. So were the Pales¬ 
tinians. They build their palaces here and we have to provide tele- 
Svw5f» a,,d water electricity. Let them go! An Amman of 
-'uu.uuo people instead of one and a half million would be fine!" 

if what the writer has published was actually said, then one feels 
sad that such bitterness was not confined to the PLO's political 
leadership since many Palestinians do not agree with Mr Yasser 
Arafat and the 13 September agreement. But there is no justifica¬ 
tion for shifting blame against the Palestinians, especially those 
who have lived most of their lives, as Jordanian citizens, in Jordan. 

His Majesty King Hussein has made it clear more than once that 
^national diversity, a source of strength for Jordan, should remain 
sacrosanct and must not be poDticized. 

Some observers are concerned that this election may be focused 
by some. even subliminally, on the issue of Palestinian and Jorda¬ 
nian "nationalisms."'Surely, preserving national unity should be the 
ultimate goal of all intellectuals, journalists and party leaders, who 
have influence over pubtic opinion in Jordan. 

IAF-Govemment: Tug of war 

■ While we're still on the subject of elections, the tug of war 
between the Islamic Action Front (IAF) and the Minis try of Interior 
over holding public rallies and press conferences involving Gov¬ 
ernment employees may have gone too far. It is tree that the minis- 
tiy must uphold the law, but to appear to be focusing its efforts on 
the IAF and its members does not augur well for Jordanian democ¬ 
racy. At the same time. If the IAF is cunningly trying to draw the 
Government into a confrontation for its own reasons, then we 
expect the latter to be prudent and not so gullible. So for the winner 1 
appears to be (he IAF, regardless of who's right and who's not Feo- | 
pie tend to side with the underdog, excuse the expression, as was 
apparent from the headlines of the sensationalist press. W hile law 
is sacred and cannot be bent, there are ways to go around it 
When the Salt Cultural Forum was prevented from holding pub- i 
lie debates involving their govemorate candidates, the law was put 
forward as a pretense—although this was not the case in 1989. But 
this week, Al Aswaq daily newspaper, organized a public debate at 
a posh hotel for six A mman Third District candidates with over 
-000 invited voters (!) present The law allowed it We’still believe 
that it is the essence of democratic practice to allow public rallies 
where candidates can go on record to explain to the public their 
programs. In Japan, we are told by a Japanese diplomat, the law 
forbids candidates from visiting voters at home for fear of bribe 
offering andrandidateCrih"only 1 ^conhnunicats^with the public an.: 
open rallies. Wfc IdV^frfwsmatfK^l ffl vc towslanil twain Knit) c dii t 
Another issue which deserves a second look, maybe next elec¬ 
tions. is the total neutrality of the Government-run electronic 
media. While it is true that the state media belongs to the nation 
and should not lake sides, that does not mean that it should go on 
leave for the duration of election campaign. Ad Dustour Chief Edi¬ 
tor, Dr Nabil Al Sharif, wrote in his newspaper this week about this 
topic and urged the Government to review its policy regarding the 
role of the official media. Dr Al Sharif suggested that television 
should allow each candidate a three-minute spot to explain his or 
her program, as one way of encouraging people to participate in the 
upcoming elections. He also suggested that Government- 
administered cultural institutions like the Palace of Culture and the 
Royal Cultural Center be used to hold public debate between can¬ 
didates and the public. 

Meanwhile, we're back to the guessing game. Will foe IAF/ 
Muslim Brotherhood boycott the elections as some of their hardlin¬ 
ers arc threatening to do? We believe they will not, unless they 
know something we don't! 

-a——- 

Housing Bank sets up a Foreign 
Investment Fund 

AN AUTHORIZED source at the Housing Bank announced the launch¬ 
ing of an international mutual investment fond that will be offered to 
non-resident clients starting the first of December 1993. 

The official went on to explain foal by develop- _ 

ing its portfolio fund and management services, it 
confirms top management's continuous search for A® • 
new products and services with an aim to preserve I 

client assets and enhance the return on their 
capital. . . 

The international mutual investment fund which 
is called "H.B. Rireign Investment FUnd" will invest in high quality 
instruments such as fixed and floating income seomties. blue^np 
shares and money market instruments including deposits. Derivative 

instruments will be used for hedging purposes only. _ 

The official asserted that there will be no restrictions on investing m 
any of the international financial markets. «riii tv 

I The nominal value of the "H.B. Foreign Investment ™ “ J* 

LISS five million and will be co-managcd in cooperation wuh.Union 
Bank of Switzerland (London), Citibank (London), Merrill Lynch (Lon- 

— - f — 

[he Central Bank of Jordan's regulations. 
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Chronicle 


The Ethics in Economy: Euro-Arab Perspectives, an international conference opened in Amman last Saturday, under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson. The two-day conference of Arab and European academics is jointly 
sponsored by the Arab Thought Forum and the Konrad Adeneur Institute in Amman. The opening speech was delivered on behalf 
of Prince Hasson by Mr Mohamad Al Saqaff who attacked religious extremism as a destructive force that worked against die 
teaching of Islam and against the social cohesion of society. The Prince said all bigotry contradicts what Islam has advocated in 
utilizing all means in dealing with everyday issues. 


Abdel LateefArabiyat 

'Democracy is an 
imported concept, Shura 
is a local concept...' 


Editor's Note: Dr Abdel Lateef 
Arabiyat was the speaker of the 
Lower House for three years. Be¬ 
fore becoming a deputy, he held 
many posts at the Ministry of 
Education, among fh«u that of 
head of the curriculum depart¬ 
ment Dr Arabiyat also served as 
director of Amman Govern orate 
and general secretary of the Ara¬ 
bic Academy. He obtained his 
PhD in Vocational Edu catio n 
from the University of Texas. As 
a member of the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood, be is currently cam , 
paignlng under the Islamic Ac¬ 
tion Front(IAF) to be re-elected 
for the Salt constituency. He 
spoke to The Star’s Dr Marwan 
Al Asmar. Excerpts follow. 

What are your chances of re- 
election bearing in mind the one 
man one vote system? 

We used to be optimistic, and 
, jtiqstimei we are still optiigg^ 
modi -n • > i Jggf ft g 

Tell ns something about your 
body of support, ie, who do yon 
expect to vote for yon? 

I am not [for] one group, I am 
for foe whole govemorate. I hope 
that I will have support of differ¬ 
ent groups, I am a member of the 
IAF; I am with two of my brothers 
in the govemorate running for foe 
elections— 

Who are the groups that are 
voting for yon, ie Islamic 
support— 

From all sectors [of foe 
population]. 

Tell me something about the 
banning of public rallies. Is it 
targeted against the IAF? 

It is according to foe regula¬ 
tions, which I don't believe are 
rigbL Now, we have to have an 
amendment to foe regula¬ 
tions...They [the Government] 
stressed certain articles of the 
[election] law which prohibit ral¬ 
lies, but I don't think that they are 
right in this case. We have to have 
the right for people to hold their 
own rallies and their own meet¬ 
ings... as it is specified by foe 
[same] Government within the 
law. 

Is it within the law? 

It is within the law. We are not 
allowed to have big rallies in foe 
streets, but we have the right to do 
so in special places. 

Why. did yon decide to run 
under the IAF—hearing in 
mind that yon belong to the 
Muslim Brotherhood? 

The Muslim Brotherhood asked 
the IAF to cteal with this matter 
and to have their representatives 
run the elections... 

Dr Ishaq Al Farhan says that 
the IAF will win 25-30 seats. Do 
yon ihinlt this is a fair-figure? 

We hope so... 

_ Twenty Five to 30 seats ? 

We hope so but... with the one 
man one vote [system], maybe, 
but I hope there is [a] difference 
between hope and fact [and] that 
we can gain seats within this 
region. 

Some people say that yon will 
win 16 to 17 seats —? 

A: Nobody can give good pre¬ 
dictions on that.... but anyway, we 
hope and we will sec. 

Wm there be any alliances 



Dr Arabiyat 


House for three 
years. 1 believe we 
did a lot of tilings, 
especially in the 
stream of tire main 
objectives of the Par¬ 
liament, and ) feel 
the quality and quan¬ 
tity [of what we did] 
was very high. 

I Why didn't yon 
take the govern¬ 
ment to court as 
you promised yon 
would if they 
passed the one man 
one rote without 
the consent of the 
Lower House? 

Parliament was 
dissolved and there¬ 
fore did not have foe 
chance to act. 

--- What wifl be your 


Parliament? 

We opened channels in the last 
Parliament, and we have to follow 
those channels. ...and supervise 
and introduce new legislation... 

How wonid you compare the 
1993 campaign to that of 1989? 

We hope that [those] who are 
[voting in the] election this time 
are more than what we [had then]. 
[There were] about 54‘fr of the 
people [voting] in the last election. 
I hope this time [there] will be 
more, but I am afraid that a lot of 
people don't understand a lot of 
the side effects of the [electoral] 
law. 

A lot of people are saying that 
the '93 campaign is very timid— 
very low profile— 

If [you] are going to analyze foe 
side effects of this law. you will 
find a lot of things which make 
■[you] feel that way... But the main 


; LAF priority [‘it, fob ffcext sesaorr-of --^reason is-theelecWniHaw. 

i "matnrtORi *•« *-Vin» r. : in. ; n.n: -:i 


; Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 


Build a fine homeland, not another form 
of occupation! 

• One thing Palestinians should not tolerate from the onset is admin¬ 
istrative corruption, a political cancerous growth which is impossible 
to eradicate once it is started. Italy and Japan can be seen os the lat¬ 
est examples of how serious the problems become once conuption 
bullies state. From the outset, the new administration will need to 
enforce laws and penalize those who break them regardless. Thus, a 
practical system to do this is needed, not just ink on paper shoved 
away on shelves somewhere in an old building in Jericho or Gaza 
City collecting dust. Wc cannot afford to have an unwritten code for 
the connected. Palestine should not tolerate or shelter a culture of the 
untouchables. 

Palestinians should not invite greed as well. Tift future state 
should not be established on a speculative basis, where land and 
property prices shoot up causing serious economic imbalances. 
Greed is to serve the interest of individuals rather than the majority. 
Anti-trust laws should block away such manipulation of the welfare 
of the majority. Laws that can promote competition and reduce 
monopolies allocating national wealth more evenly. Land in (he . 
Occupied Territories ts very tilde, yet the number of Palestinians is 
not. Demand will out-run supply and prices will naturally go up. The ! 
job will he to balance economic imbalances since the stability of the , 
future economy will depend on the stability of the life of the peoples 
on these lands-But the nascent state cannot afford to scare off inves¬ 
tors too. So, the future political body will need to formulate on origi¬ 
nal and thoroughly refined administrative system to solve its own > 
problems, il should not import a system to avoid the complexities of j 
creating their own unique one. Administrative business is serious 
business: it affects investments and the lives of people subject to it. 
Complicating it will eat into the efficiencies of the private sector 
itself affecting our competitive stand with Israel and other countries 
in the region. We need a system font works even if it costs much. If 
the scaffold is laid out right the structure will go up higher and 
higher. 

The future system should give the press the powers they deserve, 
and the powers to investigate and publish information regardless. 
Without such freedoms we're doomed before we sun. Step one of 
building the future state of Palestine will balance the infinite other 
steps that are to follow in the future. The current state of many other 
Arab economies is our teacher until a big slick. Their administrative 
anarchism today is their legal oversight yesterday. Favoritism, ineffi¬ 
cient public spending and the lack of an infrastiuciure to promote 
repatriation of. rather than drain of, brain resources has cost them 
dearly. After 26 years of struggle on the road to liberation. Palestini¬ 
ans don't need another form of occupation; Mental occupation. 

Export incentives on trial! 

• The Prune Minister's office approved the Finance Ministry's rec¬ 

ommendation that incentives and exemptions on taxable profits from 
exporta are to be changed in order to induce exports further. But Mr 
Fuwaz Al Sha'alan of Paintex and deputy president of the Jordan 
Trade Association says otherwise. "The new arrangement will under¬ 
mine export efforts rather than promote it." He says that the 70 per¬ 
cent waiver on net export profits instead of foe old various exemp¬ 
tions on total income will in reality add up to less gains by the 
exporter. Mr Sha'alan says that the fact that industrialists make less 
profits on exports will mean that foe new tax incentive applied on 
these'profits will actually be less than the old one which was applied 
to all income. This law is burdensome," says Mr Sha'alan. The new 
procedure ignores the real incentive for exporters which is the joint 
trade protocols signed by Jordan and other trading partners. The fact 
that this law is to be implemented retroactively— effective 1 January 
1993— is something that will not help promote any exports this 
year— retroactively that is. Mr Sha'lan suggested that the implemen¬ 
tation of the law should commence on 1 January 1994. ... 


1 don't see anything in that, but 
who knows? There might be a sit¬ 
uation where we can ally with 
other parties—this is politics. 

How do you assess the level of 
support your party has in the 
country? 

... The Muslim Brotherhood is 
a group of people who is working 
to reestablish [an Islamic] soci¬ 
ety... We are talking on foe behalf 
of all Muslims, we are talking 
about Islam..... For that reason 
[foe] MB is (Al Jama'a). This 
means foat we are [acting for] the 
whole Muslim [community]— 
We believe in an Islamic state 
with Islamic principles with the 
means of Shura and democracy. 

Is ft your goal at the next Par¬ 
liament to establish a democ¬ 
racy based on Islamic 
principles? 

It is the goal of every Muslim to 
have Islam. Are we to import [ide¬ 
ologies] from outside? Islam is foe 
fate of the whole people, to clar¬ 
ify, to have guidance for foe peo- 
ple...and to convince foe people to 
choose this kind of sys¬ 
tem... Democracy is an imported 
concept, Shura is a local concept... 

Do you think the Islamic sup¬ 
port in the country is up or 
down since after the Gulf War™ 

The support for foe Muslim 
Brotherhood is better than [a] any 
time in foe past, and this support 
for the Islamic sense, because foe 
Muslim Brotherhood doesn't con¬ 
sider [itself] something [different] 
from the general concept of Islam . 
We are [within] the general con¬ 
cept of Islam, and we are giving 
the people [the opportunity] to 
think and to work which is our 
main [goal]... to deal with the peo¬ 
ple... Islam [is] our main author¬ 
ity. Let us study Islam and 
develop [ourselves] with the prin¬ 
ciples of Islam to [help] every¬ 
body in the country— 

Is Dna'a (Mamie Democratic 
Movement.) likely to pose any 
threat In particular? 

Until now i don't understand 
what is Dua'a is.- They have the 
right to think the way they do and 
to have their own interpretation. I 
don't think they'll win any seats in 
foe next elections. 

How do you assess the last 
Parliament? 

...I was the leader of the Lower 
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After restructuring 

Jordan Gulf Bank sails 
towards promising horizons 


28 OCTOBER 1993 


By Bilal Hjjjawi 

Star Business Editor 

AMONG THE good news for Jor¬ 
dan Gulf Bank (JGB) shareholders 
is that the old name stays. How¬ 
ever, the great news is that the 
name stays under a new owner¬ 
ship which has pumped in JD 20 
million, deflecting what seemed to 
be an imminent demise not so 
long ago. 

From August 1989 to October 
1993. the JGB was seized and 
kept under the watchful eye of a 
liquidation committee appointed 
by the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). This watch-dog arrange¬ 
ment meant that the bank was to 
remain idle while not accepting 
new clients or employees until a 
decision, to liquidate or not to liq¬ 
uidate, was reached. In short, a 
compromise or a settlement 
between CBJ and interested inves¬ 
tors was needed. 

Before restructuring, the JGB 
was faced with financial con¬ 
straints including capital depletion 
resulting from extending many 
bad loans. The insolvent bank 
owed CBJ about JD 44 million 
making it in desperate need for 
new injections of capital. So liqui¬ 
dating the bank would translate to 
a waste of national resources. 


rating its mandate. 

Since forces have been installed 
in the former Yugoslavian repub¬ 
lic, UN forces have been virtually 
ineffective as Serbian and Croa¬ 
tian forces have blocked humani¬ 
tarian aid. leaving caravans at a 
standstill for months—such as the 
hundreds of vehicles detained near 
Split for the last six months. 

"Their {UNPROFOR's] man¬ 
date. however weak, is to get food 
to those people, even by force," 
Shubeilat said. "But instead of 
using force, they negotiate. They 
are not using any force to serve 
the people. Why are there mili¬ 
tary forces there if they are not 
going to interfere when somebody 
transgresses? We could send the 
Red Cross to negotiate." 

UNPROFOR, he said, is enti¬ 
tled to give ultimatums to parties 
frustrating humanitarian effort 
"They can say. 'my forces are 
coining—if you shoot. I shooL' It's 
their responsibility to enforce the 


"CBJ has actually nursed our 

bank," said Mr Daoud Al Far, 
assistant public relations and mar¬ 
keting manager at JGB. 

"The new deal with the Central 
Bank is very balanced and CBJ is 
happy about it," Mr El Far told 

The Star. 

The last four 
years, all JGB oper- A 

ations were frozen 
as it awaited 
restructuring, cost- I 

ing it 250 employ- 1 

ees and dropping its 
workforce to about V 

480 employees. 

"This limbo situa- 
lion has cost us U 

dearly but it did not 
kill the bank," said 
the new general ^ 

manager and the _ 

former GM of the 
Jordan Kuwait Bank ^ 

(JKB\ Mr Moham- 1 

mad Jamjounu "It's 
a long road, but we hope to attract 
the best banking personnel eventu¬ 
ally," he added. 

With re-launching plans com¬ 
pleted earlier this week, an 
extraordinary general assembly 
meeting rook place to elect the 12 
new board members. "The new 
board of directors is probably the 




best in Jordan: It is comprised of 
industrialists, contractors, mer¬ 
chants. among others from almost 
every economic sector in Jordan," 
Mr ET Far said. He added that the 
strength of the bank now is in its 
new leadership and that nothing 
should stop it from 
prospering again. A 
k limited subscription 

of JD15 million, 
equalling 75 per- 
| cent of total shares 

1 offered, went to 

216 private Arab 
■ and Jordanian 

investors and JD5 
K million—25 per- 

cent—was sold to 
the general public. 
W Among private 
r investors. Arabs 

bought appro xi- 

r mately 10 percent 
and the rest was 
offered on the mar¬ 
ket to the general 
public. "Most of the new invest¬ 
ments however are repatriation of 
foreign currencies made by expa¬ 
triate Jordanians in the GCC." 
said Mr El Far. "The good and 
trusted circle of friends to Mr 
Zuhair AJ Owrtani {newly 
appointed Chairman of the Board] 
in Jordan and Saudi Arabia had a 


Parliamentarians question UN 
policy in Bosnia 


Controlled from page 1 

mandate." 

Shubeilat said that failure to 
enforce the mandate, among other 
UNPROFOR activities, makes the 
intentions of UNPROFOR highly 
suspect 

Although Bosnian forces have 
been asking for the liberated air¬ 
port at Tuzla to be activated as a 
channel for humanitarian aid. the 
UN is refusing, even though the 
airport has been liberated for sev¬ 
eral months and is safer and in 
better technical condition, Shu be i- 
lat told The Star. 

"This is a big question mark," 
he said. "Why? Why would they 
inhibit a channel for aid?” 

They are only two instances in a 
list of things to consider, he said. 


referring to the fact that reports 
from Zagreb and Split have been 
forbidden by UNPROFOR. 

"Why should UNPROFOR do 
this?" Shubeilat asked. "They are 
not the occupying force. What is 
the interest of the United Nations 
to not allow the press to report?" 

"Now UN forces are only allow¬ 
ing people leaving the city to cany 
six letters With item [from people 
inside the country to friends mid 
relatives outside]," he reported. 
And, he pointed (Hit, "look what is 
being offered to die Bosnians at 
the peace table—it's a crime." 

Shubeilat criticized the UN 
Security Council for allowing the 
carnage in Bosnia to continue. 
"The Security Council is respond- 


tremendous effect on cementing 
mist among the new investors," 

The word restructuring is taken 
seriously by the bank’s new man¬ 
agement. "We will combine the 
techniques of modern banking 
with what is best in conventional 
banking to boast a new role and 
image in the market," Mr El Far 
emphasized. The bank's acquisi¬ 
tion of Al Mashriq's operations in 
Jordan brings the total number of 
brandies to 32 including four 

branches in the Occupied 

Territories. 

According to Mr El Far, the 
credit crunch prevalent in Jordan 
will help the bank get business 
when most otter bank's have 
reached their credit ceilings. "We 
may nbc hire many small deposi¬ 
tors in the beginning, but 1 can say 
chat our reputation under the new 
leadership will help us attract qual¬ 
ity rather than quantity deposits," 
Mr El Far concluded. 

The new 12-member board 
includes Mr Owrtani, Ibrahim 
Abu Hijleh, Ahmed Al Tater, 
Jalal Al Noubani, Osama Al 
Shahid. Michel Sayegh, Dr Fouad 
Bjali, Faisal Amin, Ziad Salah. 
Nasha't Al Jayousi, Fahed Al 
Median, and Mithqal Shawkat 
Sami Asfbor Company repre¬ 
sented by Mohammad Asfoor. ■ 


ble to see that this does not con¬ 
tinue, if not other nation-states," 
he said. "The high court of inter¬ 
national justice has two decrees 
mentioning genocide. One of 
item specifically asks the Security 
Council to prevent this. And noth¬ 
ing happens." 

There is no United Nations," 
Shubeilat said, "It is no longer a 
supranational unbiased party, only , 
■a supranational force now con¬ 
trolled by pofa'tidans and interest 
groups who are doing these things 
in cold blood. They know exactly 
what they are doing." 

"This is the greatest genocide of 
this century and it's being perpe¬ 
trated in front of everyone. If we 
are not talking about intervention, 
we must certainly talk about lift¬ 
ing Che embargo, but even that 
hasn't been allowed. Someone 
should investigate this," he 
emphasized, "because we are 
watching a disaster." ■ 
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By Amy Henderson 

Star staff writer 

AS A developing country, Jordan, 
Qte other developing countries, 
has not managed to escape soci¬ 
ety's crushing dependence on gov¬ 
ernment to provide individual and 
social needs. Education, job skills 
training, employment for the dis¬ 
advantaged and other aspects of 
social development are not the 
sole responsibility of the govern¬ 
ment, contended the founders of 
the Queen Alia Fund (QAF) and 
thus, QAF since 1977 has taken 
on the monumental task of trans¬ 
ferring social development to soci¬ 
ety's individuals and communities. 

QAF is governed by a board of 
trustees chaired by HRH Princess 
Basina. Its policies are coordi¬ 
nated with Government plans to 
stimulate social development and 
expand social welfare services. 

"We are here to help Jordan's 
people help themselves,* said His- 
hara Dairanieh, director of QAFs 
Income Generation Program. ,r We 
are trying to establish sustainable 
development in Jordan's rural 
communities." 

As Jordan's principal non¬ 
governmental organization, QAF 
targets its efforts towards local 
communities, families, women 
and children. 

"We believe that these are the 
areas where we can be success¬ 
ful." said Cosima Hadkfi. QAF 
international relations coordinator. 
"You can't design a social welfare 
program that applies to every 
community in Jordan. We 
approach social welfare questions 
by looking at the needs of one 
community at time.” 

hr order to meet the needs of 
Jordan's variable rural communi¬ 
ties, QAF, in cooperation with 
rural communities, has established 
one community development cen¬ 
ter in Jordan's eight govemorates 
along with 32 satellite centers 
scattered throughout die ■ 
Kingdom. 

Each center houses a health ser¬ 
vice clunc, a multi-purpose hall, 
vocational training and kinder¬ 
garten classes. 

QAFs kindergarten teachers' 
training program and kindergarten 
program have been recognized by 
the Mini stry of Education and 
UNICEF as the basis of unified 
■Kindergarten training this year. 

>. "Each of these centers offers 
programs to the citizens of die 
community according to their 
needs," Hadidi explained. "It may 
s be a lecture on health care or sem¬ 
inars on" women's political rights, 
child caret#-family issues."^*- 


Queen Alia Fund 


TbeestaUishmeot and operation 
of the centers represents the true 
essence of social development, 
Hadidi said, in that QAF estab¬ 
lishes the crater in cooperation 
with local committees or welfare 
societies, but eventually a centra's 
administration is completely bans-' 
ferred to the local community's 
organizations while QAF contin¬ 
ues to provirks equipment and 
expertise to maintain the qualityof 
the programs established in die 

The eaten also give commu¬ 
nity members a chance to see what, 
their combined efforts can accom¬ 
plish. and how they can improve; 
their lives,'she said 

Through the community centerv 
QAF aggressively targets improv¬ 
ing tire social welfare of Jordan's 
ruralwomen, who "lie at the bean ' 
of community development " 

"We want 'women to be * 
involved with the development of 
their own communities,"' said 
Hadkfi, "so one thing we da 
through ■ the centers is -set up 
women's committees to get otter 
women involved in the centra and.. 
in the development of their own - 
communities." 

In keeping with QAFs commit¬ 
ment to encouraging self-reliance, - 
the Fund has established several 
income generating programs and 
employment- opportunities for 
women. AM community centers 
offer, vocational tr aining in tradi¬ 
tional and nofrtra&tional income 
generating skills to help women . 
provide for themselves and their 
families. The fruits of their efforts 
arc then sold in "ratal markets" for 
profit 

"We created the rural market sb 
that women can bring- their, prod-' 
ucts—be it handicrafts or agnail 
Ural produce— to the market 
every two weeks. QAF provides 
advice and instruction in packag¬ 
ing of the product to make it mom 
attractive." 

., Other jobs created front the 
income-generation program range. 
from agricultural work to the - 
di»dgn and manufacture of tradi¬ 
tional Jordanian handicrafts. ; 

"In Ma'een, we found women 
.who raised goats had trouble trans¬ 
porting the milk to be processed," 
said Dairarieh. "It would spin or 
spoil in the heat along the way." 

Now, foe ten women in Ma'een 
are being trained m dairy products 
production as part of a pilot 
project. 

"Now, they sell their own. prod¬ 
uct locally," be said. The idea is 
that once they are trained thor¬ 
oughly, they will become setf- 
employed,” • “ 



Pri&cess Bosmu totting with rural women 


The Ma'cenprojccthw expen- 
»ced sudi snotes* that the daty 
project will be extended to nine JJJSSLfuJSS 
mter villages-] provitfiog' training 
for 100teSraWodieri. - • 

• Seven hundred and: fifty mare 

rural- women make a Hying pre- 
Serving Jordan's Bedouin tentage 
through the production and sale of 8™* 
wod iv distinctive 

Bawadi wriol rags are handwoven cassette ^cording 
by rural women trained by QAF in 
, the traditional art of nig weaving. needs oftherr corr 
: "Women in nig-weaving can can^ovidesomet 
make a substantial wage," said This is rare c 
Dairanieh. "In Mleih, the average grams, I tebeve, 
family is seven with an pi* experience o 
inraroe of TD50 each month, cess and we hav< 
There are some women who are percent, so ifs wo 
making JD120 in the rug weaving Because QAF 
project Anyone who has seen the itself as a prof 
rags and waU-hap^ngs knows'[the roots social devel 
women] are producing a really and because it has 
good product" _ success at the gra 

The rag weaving project has has created a spe 
been established in Mleib, Kerak. center for QM 7 1 
andMa'an. well as field wotki 

. Datrarieb said tiut QAF helps mm and rate-NC 
the women market their product. The ZeiaB Sb 
im> jyMw yw gf* fK^m Amman will ha 1 

Kthing rtirir nwir mn-. areas of trainir 

acts and become independent. development; pre-: 

Among QAFs other i ncome and the education 1 
generating projects is tire tevolv- women in dev; 
ia^-kaf food, which allows rural emphasis on traini 
wAtems to apply fbrsoft loans to who teach vocatiot 
stan theif dWn bukocises. QAF in the force 
reedves donatiom from other designed training | 
otg anfr gctioo^and gtves them, as are based on the n 
Joans tn'foose who lly with mar- dan according to c 
ketabfeidea*. ... .. studies," said 

The loans have a ceiling of Hasan, director of I 
JD4000 and cany a six month raf canqjaign. 
grace poiod. "We also hope 

Dairanieh kaid that between network with ofoc 
September 1992 and Man* 1993, (national, regional 
QAFgswpjW loans^,^pCTCeot.of.,. alMto provide,tr 

• fyr^k loan,'' 1 ' j! ‘ 


QAF studies foe feasibility oftte - . 
project and provides atWce hfi . 
start-up, marketing aati : ashter •;, 
aspects of business managemertt. J' , 

The prc^teni is women usually J . 
go for knitting or sewing," soirF■"* 
Daiianiefc "Now, we are tryinghr^ 
diversity the types of io sots we 
give. We are pushing f« some^^ A 
thin g not typical like packaging osj- 
cassette recording—we are tryihgV' 1 
to enlighten people about the. .-, 
needs of their communities so titty 
can provide something needed." ' 

"This is rare of our bestjorp- A 
grams, I believe," he added. ”rfto-' V 
pie experience considerable sikt f 
cess and we have a return (rf-Sfi.. »' 
percent, so if s working." . j 

Because QAF has established i 
itself as a progressive, "grass- i , 
roots" social development program. • ! 
and because it has considered, sncS. \ 
success at the grass-roots leveLfij.;;; 
has created a specialized trauwog? ? 
center for QAF field | 

well as field workers from ' § ; 

matt and other NGO's. ' W‘ - ' 

The Zem El Sharaf Complex ]«| 
Amman will have three 
areas of training: comrmlnfty \ 
development; pre-school edneaftog' j 
and the education of nwfoers; "|bd : ^ • 
women' . in development ^ftfr ~ j .» 
emphasis on training field worfchtS Mi 
who teach vocational skills. ; r .;T IX 
in the three areas we mat ? i 
design^ training programs which j 
are based on the real needs of .{ 
dan according to our devetaptnent " J 
studies," said Dr Mohammed f 
Hasan, director of the Zein El Sha- ; 

raf campaign. 

"We also hope to expand our ! 
network with other organizations S j 
(national, regional and intematicn- -| 
ally) to, provide training fra theif [ 
fidM^brtars' affcl'.exchange infra- J 
miftl&Hteu* 1 '-! j!l f “ ‘ I ; 

J i 


For the First Time in Jordan 
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; '■ : Fourteen years since Camp David 

Egyptians hopeful about Israeli contacts 


By Caryle Murphy 
The Washington Posl 

TARJQ SALIM has more name 
rcepgmtion and a better feel for 
, Egyptian pulse than any cabi- 
nef nuniacr here, and his sun- 
race softened into a smile at 
. Wilh last month's 
Isnicli-Palestinian peace accord, is 
me lime now ripe for an Israeli 
wcer team to visit this soccer- 
obsessed country? 

.. ' F ® r ,l ) e being, it’s not very 
^L! 0, said ^ one iin» soccer idol 
*f nd manager of Cairo's AJ Ahiy 
uram The pact will bring down 
Darners, but "we should first wait 
? r .. e P u blic to swallow this 
ming. the gray-haired S alim said 
,n j* clubhouse interview. "You 
cant change in one day. If you 
give it some time, a year, a year- 
an^a-half, it will come by itself." 

... Asides, he said with a chuckle, 
n would be a mess for sure" if the 
Israelis won because "the fans 

>,i are mad about football and 
could do anything without 
thinking." 

Across the Middle East, imagi¬ 
nations are broaching new hori¬ 
zons as the implications of the 
accord on Palestinian self-rule 


sink in, especially in Egypt, which 
broke ranks with fellow Arabs— 
as the Palestinians did last 
month—to sign a separate peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979. 

But for most of the time since 
then, there has been little sub¬ 
stance to the Egyptian-lsraeli rela¬ 
tionship. After an initial glow, it 
hibernated into a "cold peace" as 
Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982,. 
harshly suppressed the Palestinian 
uprising and avoided substantive . 
talks On the Palesti nian issue.-. 
Israelis, who had ex pee ted opetf 
arms in Cairo, felt cheated. Egyp-' 
dans felt betrayed. 

But with last month's 1 agree¬ 
ment—generally applauded 

here—many predict that the cold 
peace will warm up, although they 
caution it will take, time and' 
depend on accomplishing still 
unfinished business: Implement¬ 
ing the Palestinian agreement; 
achieving similar Israeli pacts 
with Syria, Lebanon arid Jordan; . 
and resolving the status ' of 
Jerusalem. 

"There is no doubt that Egyp¬ 
tian-lsraeli peace will be warmer," 
said Osama Baz, President Hosci 
Mubarak's foreign policy adviser. 
"Tension will be diminished; more 


and more Egyptians will feel at 
ease m going to Israel, doing busi¬ 
ness with Israelis." 

The big chill was never merely 
the product of grass-roots senti¬ 
ment here. Rather, it served as an 
important policy tool for Cairo 
after it forfeited the military 
option in 1979, said Egyptian 
* journalist Abdal Satar Tawiia. 
, "Normalization is a peaceful 
weapon in the hands of the gov¬ 
ernment to press the Israelis to 
have a more flexible policy," he 
said. 

Egypt quietly began applying 
this leverage over a year ago when 
the Labor Party's Yitzhak Rabin 
took power from Israel's right- 
wing Likud leadership. Seeking to 
reinforce Rabin's avowals of 
■ peace, Egypt ratcheted up its offi¬ 
cial contacts with Israel. Rabin's 
first foreign trip was to Egypt, a 
privilege always denied his prede¬ 
cessor, Yitzhak Shamir, whom 


Mubarak refused to meet. "Since 
then, the political dialogue has 
improved a lot. Prior to that, it 
was almost nonexistent." 

said David Sultan. Israel's ambas¬ 
sador to Cairo. 

The Jewish envoy, who was 
bom in Cairo and left for Israel as 
a child, said he ha> been able to 
meet more cabinet ministers than 
his predecessors and that about 
S00 Egyptians attended Israel's 
independence day celebrations 
here last April. 

As Rabin and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat were in Washington 
for the signing of the agreement at 
the White House, senior Israeli 
and Egyptian economic officials 
were meeting in Cairo, it was the 
first time their committee—set up 
under the 1979 treaty to promote 
economic cooperation—met since 
1981. "We are going to move on 
the commercial and agricultural 
fronts. There are a lot of avenues 


opened now. The policy is wit¬ 
nessing a warm-up," a senior For¬ 
eign Ministry official said. 

Since the September 13 agree¬ 
ment. there have been other signs 
of a thaw. Some Egyptian dailies 
have ended the taboo of sending 
reporters to Israel and now have 
correspondents there. About 50 
Egyptians went to Israel for agri¬ 
cultural courses last month, and 
the Israeli Embassy in Cairo has 
fielded an increase in travel 
queries. 

Israeli exports to Egypt last year 
shot up to S18 J million from S3.7 
million in 1990, but Egyptian non- 
oil exports to Israel came to only 
S7.3 million in 1992, the Israeli 
Embassy reported. 

Some Egyptian businessmen 
still harbor reservations about 
doing business with Israel even 
after last month's accord. But 
these are likely to be swept away 
soon by the allure of expanded 


economic opportunities if Arab- 
Israeli rapprochement continues. 

Egyptian Tourism Minister 
Fuad' Sultan announced recently 
that Israel and Egypt arc "actively 
investigating" joint projects in 
"Peace^Tourism." The two coun¬ 
tries. he said, "have the potential 
together to be the premier destina¬ 
tion in the world. Now we can 
work together to achieve that 
goal." 

But tourism is still a one-way 
street. More than 120,000 Israelis 
visited Egypt last year, mostly Red 
Sea resons in the Sinai. Bui the 
□umber of Egyptians visiting 
Israel in 1992 was "in the tens— 
not even one hundred," an Israeli 
Embassy spokeswoman said. One 
reason for the imbalance is Egyp¬ 
tian security restrictions that can 
make such travel difficult for 
many Egyptians. 

To be sure, there are still hold¬ 
outs to full Egyptian-lsraeli recon¬ 
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ciliation now. The health care and 
lawyers' associations are likely to 
maintain their official boycott of 
Israel, since they are controlled by 
Islamic activists who reject both 
the recent accord and Israel's exis¬ 
tence as a state. 

At the same time, often over¬ 
looked here is that Egypt's Chris¬ 
tians feel as passionately about 


Jerusalem as do its Muslims Since 
Israel captured East Jerusalem in 
1*167. Coptic Church authorities 
have discouraged their followers 
from making the centuries-old. tra¬ 
ditional Easter pilerimagc to the 
Holy City. ■ 

LA Times-Washing ton Post 
News Service 


h j Khairi Janbek 



•The Turkish Prime Minister, Mrs Tansu Ciler, who is currently 
visiting the USA, is showing the Turkish Government's displeas¬ 
ure with the continuation of the trade embargo against Iraq.Tur- 
fccy. like ail other countries in the region, has been suffering from 
the adverse effects of the UN embargo against it's Iraqi neighbor 
More importantly for Turkey, the eastern region of the country 


possible creation of a bulwaric against the expansion of base supj- ' 
port for the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). "V . 

Mrs Ciler's mission of hope comes after her government's show 
of willingness to play an active role in the peace process of the 
Middle East, especially in the issue of water-supplies. Ijw a while 
Turkey seems to be heading towards playing a.major-Jeadingijbte 
in ihe" Middle East, in preference to playing second fiddle in ah 
increasingly antagonistic Europe. To demand the lifting of the 
embargo against Iraq from a close ally such as the USA is a tall 
order even for the skillful Mrs Ciler, for a personalized conflict 
between the USA and Iraq will not end by the polite requests of al 
close ally. Mrs Ciler may remember that the. Jordanian pottrOf- 
Aqaba is still under siege, even though Jordan has lime and time 
again guaranteed its' commitments to adhering to the UN 1 
embargo. Jordan has been on record as the most effective country 
in Mopping the smuggling operations across its* borders into Iraq, 
which is much more than has been achieved by Ttirkey who was 
an antagonist of Iraq during the second Gulf conflict. Either Mis 
V Ciler is pressing the Americans for the need for financial assis¬ 
tance. which the Americans cannot provide, or she is carrying a J 
message of a pipe dream. The Americans seem adamant about j 
removing President Saddam Hussein, and will do what it takes to : 
achieve their objectives, even to the extent of starving the Iraqis, 
as well as anybody else. The USA will follow its' own foreign pol¬ 
icy objectives, and it seems that Che realities of Turkish economic 
problems do not coincide with such objectives. 

The room to manoeuvre is very limited for the Turkish Prime 
Minister, and the possibility of an economic bail out by Western 
countries is forever decreasing. The financial priorities of the 
West have changed immensely especially in light of the economic. 
crisis in Russia, and more importantly, because of the peace deal 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict, not to mention the economic problems 
that the countries of western Europe are suffering from 
individually. - . 

' Mrs Ciler has to hum* in order to find a role and place for the 
Turkish Republic. The Middle East, which was snubbed before by 
the predecessors of Mrs Ciler. is approaching the dawn of a new 
era. with the full potential for economic prosperity. While in the 
US. Mrs Ciler will have to decide the future role of her countiy. 
Whether to look cast and acquire a leadership role., or to look 
west and beg for American support to be recognized a Euro- 
jV.m country and perhaps eventually to join a form ot a united 
Euroiv. but remain at the tail end. 

The setbacks that Turkey has suffered from recently we pub- 
fcclv involved. The fight for membership in a united ■ a 

kmc ,iuJ difficult fight. The battles against the Kurdish Commu- 
faisMnMirgcms arc still raging without a hope lor respite, despite 
Ehe fact thin the Turkish army has made a few incursions into Iraq 
ic of extinguishing the Kurdish revolt. The competition 
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Our Say.... 


Towards reconcilation 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's much anticipated meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak will be the first tangible step towards restoring Arab reconciliation, 
which has been in tatters since the Gulf War. Coming after more than two years since 
the collapse of the Arab Order, the summit, expected to take place in Cairo next week, 
must be seen as a watershed in view of the state of estrangement that has taken its grip 
over inter-Arab affairs. Beyond the signal of goodwill and call for a united stand, Arab 
reconciliation must be viewed by all not as a luxury, but as a necessity. 

For a start, the Arabs must have realized by now that it would be tantamount to polit¬ 
ical and economic suicide for the Arab World to go into a new peace era blinded by 
schism, ideology, dogma and cynicism. We as Arabs have to plan ahead, with a cool- 
minded mentality, away from emotional outbursts and bigotry, if we are to meet and 
deal with the challenges that lie ahead. 

Arab reconciliation is a must because of the PLO-Israeli accord and the pending 
peace process that affects Jordan, Syria and Lebanon as well as the whole region. It is 
a must because the new political and economic realities of the region leave us no 
option but to work together, if not because of the bonds of language and religion, then 
as neighbors sharing one destiny and common ground- 

It would be too hopeful on our side to call for a new set of goals aiming at the crea¬ 
tion of a common Arab market—to deal with equality with that of Europe, the Far East 
and the Americas. One can hardly talk about Arab glory and renaissance at a time 
when Arabs boycott each other in meetings while talking to Israel. 

But no matter how lifeless the Arab body looks today, Arabs from ocean to ocean 
must aspire to noble goals, if not for today's generation, then for future ones. Peace 
with Israel may promise certain dividends, but it also brings to the picture the specter 
of new challenges, for which the Arabs are unprepared. 

Consolidating our Arab identity is a must, and this requires an enormous amount of 
political will, not only from our leaderships but also on the individual level. The Arab 
man in the street must feel that he is finally taking his destiny into his own hands. 

That is how we differ with those who believe that reconciliation means apologizing 
for past conduct. Reconciliation must not be seen as an act of compromise by one 
Arab partv in favor of another. Those who put conditions and believe they occupy high 
moral grounds should soon feel the winds of change bursting into their very homes and 

citadels. . . , . .- 

While a great many countries in the region, including Jordan, have called for recojF- 
ciliation time and again, such a call has been received with mixed feelings. Many sup¬ 
ported such a call. Including most of the Gulf States like Oman, Qatar and Bahrain; 
others such as Kuwait have so far rejected it. No country should be allowed to gamble 
away with the little chance we have of standing together in the face o£ external danger. 
King Hussein has taken the first step, as usual, into the right directipn—a direction that 
promises cooperation and unity. We hope the rest of the Arabs will follow. ■ 


LETTERS 


Don't smoke! 

To the Editor: 

Chain smokers or heavy smok¬ 
ers arc men or women who h3vc 
failed to discipline ihcir desires. 
An individual with undisciplined 
desires is a liability to his family 
and a risk in his environment and 
society. 

Medical statistics indicaie that 
deaths nmone heavy smokers are 
double those among non-smokers. 
To have the necessaries for the 
continuance of life and subsist un¬ 
til old age. to live a life free from 
bodilv disorders, one should re¬ 
nounce the use of tobacco. 

Insurance statistics reveal that 
mortality from heart diseases, can¬ 
cer. stomach ulcers, pneumonia, 
and others are double those 
among non-smokers. Dr Raymond 
Pearl of Johns Hopkins once said: 
"Smoking is associated with defi¬ 
nite impairment of longevity." 

One of our most irritating, trou¬ 
blesome and annoying problems 
facing us today is the increasing 
number of motor accidents on our 
roads. This problem can be solved 
nr reduced to a minimum over 
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night if our authorities use stricter 
measures regarding the health of 
our drivers that use our roads. A 
simple lest to measure the nicotine 
in the blood streams of our li¬ 
censed drivers will do the job. Ed¬ 
ison said: "Cigarette smoking has 
a violent reaction to the nerve cen¬ 
ters. producing a degeneration of 
the brain cells. This degeneration 
is permanent. No one who smokes 
can work in my laboratories." 

George N. Saig 
Amman 


Learning Hebrew 

To the editor: 

I refer to your article "More Jor¬ 
danian learn Hebrew.." (77ie Star 
21 October>. I ncc nothing wrong 
in the fact that more Jordanians 
arc learning their enemy's lan¬ 
guage. The Israelis have been do¬ 
ing it for the last four decades and 
that has given them an advantage 
over us in many areas. I believe 
that learning Hebrew has nothing 
to do with our expectations for 
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By Dr Khairi Janbek 

A RECENT commodity on the 
market has been the election cam¬ 
paigns. The 559 prospective Par- 
liameniary candidates are. littering 
newspapers with advertisements 
and statements of what they be¬ 
lieve in and what they will do ji 
they get elected. One does liberal¬ 
ly refer to them in terms of a com¬ 
modity, for each is trying to seu 
his talents to the electorate by the 
best possible means. 

The war of pictures, slogans, 
and banners has not been confined 
to the pages of newspapers. Ugly 
stained posters hang on every 
street corner defying all attempts 
at beautifying the country. The 
only value that may be attached to 
those primitive manifestations is 
the creativity they are supposed to 
convey in projecting a realistic 
atmosphere of the campaign. But 
what we have is a carnival that 
lacks the most essential attributes 
of entertainmenL 

The pseudo form of a carnival 
and the sulking nature of our 
nation appearing to wait for the 
appearance of a midwife to deliver 
the dividend of peace, are incom¬ 
patible with each other. The carni¬ 
val will be over in a few weeks 
and the circus of elections will be 
leaving town, but the nation will 
continue as it seems to be Wailing 
for Godo. 

One fails to understand the 
value of those banners banging in 
the streets of our country, with 
one or two demagogic slogans at 
best, and banal incomprehensible 
words at woreL Are we to sup¬ 
posed to understand and compre¬ 
hend these catchy phrases? And 
furthermore, are we supposed to 
vote for these candidates? 

It remains a fact that people 
will be voting, whatever the case, 
for the person they are familiar 
with, using personal criteria they 
are comfortable with. But it would 
have been much better to establish 
a more solid set of criteria related 
to tribal affiliations, religious 
orientation and religious denomi¬ 
nations. - This would have been 
more logical than the current 
much ado about nothing. 

The slogans that are in circula¬ 
tion are still as much politically 
immature as that of the last elec¬ 
tions. One wonders the extent our 
future Parliamentarians are willing 
to extend the borders of redou¬ 
bling the nation's intelligence with 


The Jordanian elections. 


Truth slayers 


and 


their appeals; unless of course 
they are appealing to the less for¬ 
tunate mentally handicapped. 

The message of responsibility 
and care for the nation must 
already be taken for granted by 
the electorate. Consequently, for a 
Parliamentary candidate to keep 
harping on this theme can only 
mean that he/she is totally uncon¬ 
cerned with the problems of the 
electorate and wishes to enter Par¬ 
liament for his own self-seeking 
reasons. Otherwise, why the con¬ 
tinuous effort of telling the nation 
dial if they sue elected, the voice 
of the electorate will be beard by 
the highest authorities in the land? 

What is amazing in our country 
is all the banners in front of us and 
the background of some of our 
runners. Few candidates were 
locked up in prison for having 
dubious connections and belong¬ 
ing to unsavory political organiza¬ 
tions and fighting in foreign lands 
for causes unrelated to our region 
and our future. 

Here it is not the legality of the 
nomination which is in question, 
but rather the slogan in which 
such a candidate is trying to 
appeal to the electorate. 

The question of Iraq is still 
dominating the slogans of some of 
the esteemed candidates for Par¬ 
liament. Iraq, as well as the whole 
of the Arab world are the concern 
of all Jordanian citizens, but for a 
potential Parliamentarian to bring 
back the memories of political 
impotence, and defiance of inter¬ 
national legality, are neither desir¬ 
able nor productive. The score is 
already known, and Jordan is a 
respectable member of the interna¬ 
tional community. 

Our country needs Parliamentar¬ 
ians. and not political adventurers. 
To toy with peoples' emotions is 
nothing more than deep-seated 



cynicism, and is devoid of any. 
sense of responsibility. 

Old Parliamentarians running 
for re-election retaining their own 
principled positions .may be con¬ 
sidered by some to be admirable. 

However, without sounding like 
too much of a party pooper, the 
work! is in constant change, our 
society is in constant flux, and 
regional events keep changing at a : 
breathtaking speed. To retain old 
positions and maintain old beliefs 
may not be the advisable course of 
action for future Parliamentarians. 
Rules of responsibility dictate the 
ability to deal with affairs as they 
develop with logical and appropri¬ 
ate up-to-date methods, rather than 
with the slogans of stagoaiion and 
stiffness. There is" definitely no 
virtue m turning our Parliament 


reaches that OT* citedel, 
create immediate employment, 
abolish bureaucra tiered tag. erad¬ 
icate poverty, unite tbe nation lure 

never tefore, possew a mt^ly 

over the affairs of the Muslims ot 
our country, and still more impor¬ 
tantly. to liberate Palestine m the 

same old lethal methods of war¬ 
fare—words and more words, ror 
such megalomaniacs, the sum in 
the international balance of power 

does not mean a thing. 

" Institutions like the-World Bank 
and the IMF are totally underesti¬ 
mated. and their roles will never 
be understood. The country's fiscal 
policy, and macroeconomics are 
' merely toys and unnecessary 
implements for running the coun¬ 
try. And finally to some, religion 
remains to be the domain of the 
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rid or poverty 

and hunger 



into Jurassic Park. ; 

The megalomania in-, which 
prospective candidates deal with 
the questions of being elected, 
deserve a word dr two, for such an 
approach defies all reasoning. We 
are constantly being reminded that 
if one candidate or the "other 


very few, rather than the religion 
of the country and the majority of 
our nation. The nation cannot help 
but scream. "Enough of thisjgnor- 
ance and surrealistic reality 1" 

There is still a debate regarding, 
whether the new slogans are more 
realistic than the previous slogans 


of electioneering. The fadTemaks 

[hat • . 

requires more time .nd-riffi wftm. . 
eider to perfect, but the reAtt-ta* 
always be a profit isx "MS®?*? 
in toooacy and 
What was missing. in 
iiomentary elections aad is^Mr ? 
negative sign in tte 
danian dempoatic • 

question of women in Farb atncfct - 
Thc fight fw the rights ofwonapy 
as equal citizens in their OSfll 
country, has been adopted by mjjfe • 
candidates. Even (he writer, of flus 
article, who is raising ibe.ttsXttOf 
women, is a male writer. m ■ 

It is a disgrace to use nuinusq- 
tion tactics and mud slinging - 
cedures to inhibit Jo rtaman 
women 1 from standing as cantBr 
dates for Parliament. In as muchJjS- - 
male candidates are accepted 
representatives of the whole 

nation, so should 
women, be considered. Why »..h 
that the previous Parliamentary 
elections boasted around a doom 
female candidates, while currently, 
there are only three courageous 
women defying this mate bastion? 
And docs this retrograde step indi¬ 
cate anything to anybody frorolfcc 
ranks of tbe theoreticians ,of 
democracy? Female candidates for 
the Jordanian Parliament are tea 
to stay, so the sooner we realize it,' 
the better it is for our progressive 
path towards iftstitutionafized 
democracy. - • '/F 

If tbe Jordanian people do tint 
weed out the truth slayers and 
soothsayers from our ranks, thfil 
we Will have nothing for our sat-: 
vatiori but prayers. ■ 


r 


Dr Janbek is a Jordanian histo¬ 
rian and a regular contributor 
to The Star, 
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EDITOR 

peace. True, it will help business¬ 
men and politicians deal with the 
new developments even better. 

But even in the absence of peace, 
learning Hebrew, at least for poli¬ 
ticians and academics, would 
have given us a much needed in¬ 
sight of the Israeli culture. Failing 
lo do that has probably contribut¬ 
ed to cementing the Israeli myth 
in our minds. The Israelis know 
our dialects, our habits and tradi¬ 
tions. This has helped them un¬ 
derstand the way we act and even 
predict our future moves and re¬ 
actions. Their study centers keep 
a close watch of ail developments 
in the Arab world and Israel Ra¬ 
dio reports on what is published 
in our press. We on the other 
hand, only know what others tell 
us about our enemy. This is but 
one of our strategic mistakes in 
the long history of Arab-lsrael 
conflict We should not be 
ashamed or emotional about the 
fact that Jordanians are learning 
Hebrew. 

Sameer Al Ghali, 
Texas, USA. 


V^SBySamir 


iL&P-O 
/L«n 


-n> 


FIFTEEN ARAB States, along 
with 140 other states in the world, 
have already planted a peace pole; 
a Japanese symbol that die error 
of Hiroshima will not be repeated. 

It is a privilege for us to have a 
similar 'peace pole' planted in St 
George's Cathedral of Jerusalem 
in front of which is the 'Peace 
Garden'. 

The peace pole is a prayer, a 
wish, a hope, a message, a goal 
not for a single individual, nor for 
an area of crisis only, but for the 
whole world. Peace is the most 
frequently used word in all lan¬ 
guages, religions, cultures and phi¬ 
losophies. Everybody uses the 
word 'peace'. Everybody wants 
peace. Everybody ascribes to 
attain peace, live in peace and also 
to die in peace. 

I am not a politician, i am a 
bishop, and please forgive me if 
the style of my address may be 
reverting to a preaching style. I do 
not intend to preach to you, 
though it is very tempting.... I had 
no alternative in the choice of my 
subject. Peace is the church's busi¬ 
ness and as 1 am in this business, 
so 1 speak on peace and peace 
only. No other way but peace... 
Militarism is bankrupt Might can¬ 
not be right, but might is always 
mighty. 

This area (Middle Easy, is in 
perpetual crisis, because the Pales¬ 
tine-Israeli conflict demands that 
we look to the possibilities of 
peace without delay. Also, the 
peace of Jerusalem certainly 
means going across and beyond 
the boundaries of the city to all the 
surrounding areas. The peace of 
Jerusalem is the peace of Israel, 
the peace of Palestine, the peace 
of Lebanon, the peace of Jordan, 
the peace of Syria and the peace 
of Egypt. All these countries are 
in one way or another connected 
to Jerusalem in the context of all 
three religions. 

The Palestinian Intifada, mean: 
ing an uprising, a renaissance, a 
shaking off of oppression, has cer¬ 
tainly augmented the momentum 
for peace. Its counterparts in Israel 
are the Peace Now Movement, the 
OZ ve Shalom Movement, Oergy 
for Peace and Rabbis for Human 
Rights and other similar move¬ 
ments for peace. All these move¬ 
ments have inscribed peace as a 
top priority agenda item for their . 
people and for the resolution of 
the question of Jerusalem, Pales¬ 
tine and isTael. 

Tbe peace of the world is not 
disconnected from the peace of 
Jerusalem. In a figurative way and 
perhaps also in a strategic, geo¬ 
graphical, cultural, political and 
economic way, Jerusalem is cen¬ 
tral to the world. Some literal bib- 
licists still argue that it is the cen¬ 
ter of the world. But never mind 
that, the peace of the world has 
not been established after two 
world wars. It has not been estab- 
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regional wars. On the contrary, 
more divisions and more kinds of 
wars, cold and hot, have erupted. 
We live in a 
divided 
world still 
searching for 
peace. 

It is not 
easy to. 
define peace. 

One can be 
very simplis¬ 
tic and give a 
dictionary 
definition of 
but it 
not 
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tive American role in the journey 
of peace. 

Peace can be achieved and real- 


peace 

does 


serve our 
purpose. Nor 
does it give 
justification for peace. Peace is a 
state of freedom from war and the 
highest measure of justice for all 
people. 

Tbe peace which we seek aims 
to make a new life and give equal 
rights and opportunities for the 
individual and for the peoples— 
Jews, Muslims and Christians— 
making us all of one blood to live 
on the face of the earth. Neither 
Jew nor Gentile, Greek nor 
Roman, male nor female, but all. 
one family of love. Peace will 
make people equal to ooe another. 
No nation to punish, rule, or domi¬ 
nate any other. 

If peace is not the immediate 
essential concern of every individ¬ 
ual, group, organization, govern¬ 
ment and international commu¬ 
nity, then who is to labor, work 
and make peace? If peace is not 
what makes a superpower super!, 
what else makes it super?...Jt is 
certainly expected to take super 
measures to make peace. 

It is easy to make war. Think of 
the fantastic sums of money spent 
on armaments—reportedly just 
under two million US dollars 
every minute of every day. Think 
of the thousands of children to die 
each day from hunger as a result 
of the war in Bosnia. Think of the 
human rights violations which are 
reported daily. Think of the warn¬ 
ings we have received about the 
use of certain aerosols and chemi¬ 
cals, which are damaging the 
ozone layer, and damaging our 
earth. Read the reports of 

Amnesty International- No single 

country is innocent or free from 
violations of human rights. 

As the only super power, Amer¬ 
ica and consequently the Ameri¬ 
cans are expected to play a super¬ 
role in the cause of peace. It is 
quite mandatory from the text, of 
the. Constitution of this great 
country that the American role is 
that of peace. While we under¬ 
stand very well the traditional 
American relationship with Israel, 
one expects ihe same relationship, 
with equal concern and equal 
commitment, and' perhaps_equal' 
spending, with the Palestinians. 


denial of these rights in our world 
leads straight to the struggle for 
freedom and liberation by those so 
denied. The urgency of this’theme 
is raised in many parts ;of the 
world. It has come to the' forefront 
of Christian thought and action in 
Latin America, which bad made a 
major contribution to the develop¬ 
ment of liberation in Christian the¬ 
ology; in the midst of the straggle 
of the oppressed for their freedom,, 
there is the joyful and hopeful dis¬ 
covery of God as the one who lib¬ 
erates the oppressed. 

The awfulness of-war and vio¬ 
lence has be en persistent in human 
history. Our own generation is no 
exception. Many of. us. come from 
communities tom by violence and 
. civil war. . All of us face, the really 
if a gigantic gesture by the ties of domestic violence in our 
US is clearly taken^The great edn- countries and all live under fee 

_■_.f ,v:. .Miab.. threat nf nil IrinrTc nf wan inrVnd- 



stitution of this country must 
always dictate its foreign policy. 
But the expression 'foreign policy,' 
in this small village, earth, can 
rightly be exchanged for the 
expression 'human-policy. 1 

National boundaries are tran¬ 
scended by the concept of com¬ 
mon peace, or peace for all peo¬ 
ples. Nothing is foreign. We all 
five in a global village. 

The denial of basic human 


threat of all kinds of wars, includ¬ 
ing nuclear wars. 

We are conscious, however, that 
wars have continued. We are 
faced, across tbe world, with new 
kinds of military violence as more 
powerful weapons are introduced 
and by proliferation of violence 
within nations as human commu¬ 
nities and famili es become less 
stable. While we want to affirm 
again the fundamental teachings of 


peace as a means of settling dis¬ 
putes and of achieving political V 
goals, we believe we need . 
examine more: closely why com¬ 
munities and nations try to resolve, 
their, problems by violent means. 
Therefore, we wish to s ug gest- 
some ^searching -questions by 
which" he ‘'deteidp a 

response^th'ai seeks "to rinnimize 
the coercion and violence that sur¬ 
rounds us. such as in Eastern 

Europe, Somalia, South Africa and 

die Middle East, just to name a 
few countries. 

- Peace is usually made between 
contestants, enemies, and^ opt 
between friends. Friendship ts an 
expression of existing peace, 
because friendship is made of 
mutual confidence, equality' and 
love "between partners.- In a "crisis 
situation, where there are oppo¬ 
nents, contestants, both parties— 
the powerful and the powerless, 
the victor and tbe victim—need to 
change their attitudes. ■. 

Peace changes attitudes, policies , 
and strategies in both parties.#’- 
Change can only happen willingly. 
Forced change is not natural nor 
normal nor lasting. So we need.to._. 
help-contesting parties to^a&cpt 
and adopt peace as tbeir natural 
choice. An existential "change of 
attitude and acceptance of peace is - 
the prelude for making peace. IT. : " 

This Is an abridged version ot a. 
paper delivered by tbe author, . 
tbe President-Bishop of tbe Epis¬ 
copal Church in Jerusalem and 
the Middle East, in Wadfogton ■ 
earlier this month in.(he; pres-•.* 
eoce of Her Majesty. _Qiro^ 
Noor.. . . ' .f-- 


A window on the 1AM 


Islamic Action Front Party;, by 
HTani Hourani, Dr TalefrA wad, 
Hamed Dabbas, and Sa’eda 
KJlani, Al Urdun Al. Jadid 
Research Center, Amman 1993, 
79 pp, JD5. 

Reviewed by . 

Chris Home . • _ ,- r 

THIS NEW release is the first in a 
series of studies of contemporary 
Jordanian politics to be published 
by Al TJrfuh Al Jadid Research 
Center. The series aims to focus 
primarily upon political party life, 
and (be -first offering treats the- 
Islamic Action Front (IAF>—tbe 
effective political form of Jordan's 
powerful Muslim Brotherhood, 
and hence Jordan's most signifi¬ 
cant political organization. 

The pamphlet offers a brief his¬ 
torical badeground to the IAF, an 
outline of the party program, jin 
extensive section on party " struc¬ 
ture, and select biographies of 
prominent party members. The. 
whole constitutes a useful refer¬ 
ence guide, although the choice of- 
a descriptive, as opposed to-.an- 
analyticall, approach entails certain 
limitations. 

This is perhaps most evident in 
the section on tbe IAF program. 
As die authors note, the declared 
objectives of the Front regattiing 
dvfl and political liberties are 7a 


general qualified by disclaimers to 
. the effect that :such objectives 
should be : . realized within tbe 
broader framework of Islamic val¬ 
ues. Therefore, the position of the 
Front with regard to such critical 
issues, as its. commitment to 
democracy ' and jthe rights of. 
.. women can only realistically be 
determined by an analysis of the 
Front's political practice-But such 
an analysis .would in effect require 
a substantive'history of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood,; which clearty - 
Jies beyond-’ .‘tins garnphlefs 
intended scope. - ‘ 
r Newerthctesa, -the- chapter : on 
party - organization - suggests efe- 
. meets of suct^ ah.* analysis. The 
IAFs declaration of-the legitimate 
rights and role of -women in. tbe 
■dev^qpmeht orsooety can be read 
in cor^imctioh witii the statistical 
breakdown of party membership.. 
This - :-reveals .only. -11 -vroraen- 
; among the -FronTs 353-member. 
. Foimdng Committee; and- shows 
negligible represehtaticraofwomen 
-- in die party's-other higher organs. 

j indeed, ' the" figures for party 
i.'metdhaship are partictdarly.riilo- 
v mutating, emphasizing as thejr do 
.. ihe Tjadc geographical spread of. 
support enjoy ril "by_ c the party 'mtd 
th e bredo mmancc^ of middle: class 
profesricmals, particularly from, the 
field of ..education,' among patty 
ranks-—& *■' predominance that 


becomes more pronounced_ the v 
higher one looks within the parQr. 
hierarchy. By contrast, trader, 
unionists; farmers and women :aafe» 
severely under-represented,. ' ~\V 
The social composition of fhe.- 
Front, coupled with the declared .' 
objectives of combating "sectoral^ 
conflicts’'..invite further investigate 
tionr of-ffie party's ideological and . . 
practical efforts to suffocate class :' - 
antagonism .beneath a. rvalioriati . 
Islamic flag. Thc authors briefly^ 
comment on the Muslim Brother^ _ r_ 
hood's mtimate .relationship 
Jordanian state machinery amKth^^l. 
-historical, function’ -the -Broth 
hood has played m bofe countcr--■ ; 
..ing the.Jordanian left and absorb^';. 
-ing more extreme Jslamwt protests' - 
But .readers in search of elabors 
- tioh-mua resort to- the brief^db.U= •; 
ography; . appended - io . 
pamphlet/- - - . y.i 7 H - 

-Tnis ia hot a failing: the booklet*- -- 
will_ : serve .as. a point of departure- 
for students of" Jordan’s muro-C .■ 

. stream Islamists, and if it does;n6f 
seek to answer, every question it 
does focus attention upon the most; 
fruitful " avenues■ - for further '^, 
research.,"---' - •*> ; ; ; 

At JD, 5 .the pamphlet- k not • 
cheap, but : given the. dearth;:of-l. 
English language publications. 4 
dealing with Jordan's political; life!' ' 
Al Urdun AJ Jadid are to be com: - 
-mended for tbeilr efforts. ■ 
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Beita 


A village waiting for deliverance 


By David Hoffman 

The Washington Post 


THE center of this remote vil- 
806,11 of ftesh-baked 
nses from clay ovens. 
£?g**w about, then scram- 
hooves of donkeys. 
Schoolchildren race down narrow 

3 P"** Palestinian 

SSiS “V W{h fresh, y nimed 

earth in the valley, boxy con- 
eme houses clinging to the hill- 
rif* ™°men in black shuttling 
urud the shadows, men crammed 
retmmng from their 
day s labor. But Beita Is a village 
ef„ “ srs -°f lives lost. hoiSs 
down 1 UP ' worids tUTned upside 

. After a violent clash with Jew¬ 
's? settlers in 1988. Beita was 
transformed into a hotbed of the 
raiestmiaii uprising, or Intifada. 
wghi youths have been killed in 
violent confrontations with the Is¬ 
raeli army since then; the last 
death was only four and a half 
months ago. 

Now, in the wake of the accord 
between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, Beita is 
a village waiting for deliverance, 
in a series of recent interviews, 
the villagers seemed to be looking 
forward to the creation of a Pales¬ 
tinian government, rather than 
back toward the years of the up¬ 
rising. One view remains con¬ 
stant: All said they want Israeli 
troops to leave, and that they re¬ 


main suspicious of Jewish settle¬ 
ments. Most said they would lilm 
as little contact witb Israelis as 
possible. 

Yet, many open-ended conver¬ 
sations tons did not dwell on the 
past, but on the desire for a quiet¬ 
er, more prosperous way of life. A 
visitor to Beita found only fading 
remnants of the fiery graffiti that 
characterized the Intifada, and 
while the village is close-knit and 
skittish about outsiders, an Israeli 
car drew more curiosity than 
stones. 


Beita is a village 
of scars—of lives 
lost ; homes blown 
up y worlds turned 
upside down 


After nearly six years of the In¬ 
tifada", the Palestinians are about 
to savor their first real political in¬ 
dependence from Israel. But when 
the villagers of Beita talked about 
the coming peace, they wondered 
whether the next chapter would 
meet their basic needs—such as 
an affordable can of powdered 
milk. 

Faleh Saleh Daoud pulled a can 
of Nido dried milk off the shelf in 
his tiny Beita grocery store. 


Daoud, 43. with a long beard 
tinged with white at the edges, is 
the father of the most recent Beita 
casualty; his son Moayad, 17. died 
!□ a clash with soldiers in May. 

Daoud put the can on the coun¬ 
ter to make his point that a meas¬ 
ure of success of the new Palestin¬ 
ian entity will be its ability to 
deliver it more cheaply. The first 
thing is a Palestinian state," he 
said. This can of milk costs only 
S3 in Kuwait. But here, today, Pal¬ 
estinians have to pay the full price, 
$20. I think the Palestinian gov¬ 
ernment will subsidize the basic 
commodities— bread, milk and 
oiL This is what a government is 
for", be said 

There is no money in the hands 
of tbe people," he said, propping 
his elbow on the can as boys gath¬ 
ered in the doorway to listen. "! 
can feel iL You know, the young 
men used to come to buy a box of 
cigarettes. Now tbe young men 
come to buy one cigarette! 1 have 
debts to aH the big suppliers. And 
most of the people who come here 
are on credit". 

Tayser Daoud. a soda! worker, 
poured coffee for a visitor in a 
sparsely furnished room of bare 
concrete walls and a bookshelf. He 
too felt the pain of the uprising; 
his brother-in-law was killed in the 
1988 clash in Beita between Jew¬ 
ish settlers and villagers. His wife 
was jailed on charges of hitting a 
settler with a rock, and she suf¬ 
fered a miscarriage in prison. His 
house was destroyed by the army. 



The peaceful setting of a village in Palestine 


But today he is thinking about fu¬ 
ture jobs and medical care. 

Tm not against a Palestinian 
state in any part of Palestine," he 
said "But the question is: Where 
will we work? What kind of natu¬ 
ral resources are there to support a 
state? In the short run there will be 


investment, and we may prosper. 

But when the festival is fin¬ 
ished what is the future? Our stan¬ 
dard of living will drop drastically 
when the festival is over if we 
don’t establish a self-reliant econo¬ 


my. 


A lot of the village is optimistic, 


but the outcome depends on our 
standard of living. If it improves, 
people will support the peace, but 
if it continues as it is now, they 
will continue to oppose it. "The 
most important thing is work—if 
the work force is fulfilled, every¬ 
thing will be okay.Ti 


By Kevin J. Kelley 

"THE RACE race" 


is how some 
commentators are describing New 
York City’s mayoral campaign on 
2 November which pits Italian- 
A men can former prosecutor Ru¬ 
dolph Giuliani, a Republican, 
against Democrat David Dinkins, 
tire first African-American to hold 
the top office in North America's 
biggest metropolis. 

Bitter exchanges are becoming 
common in the run-up to the bal¬ 
loting. Members of the rival 
camps are accusing one another of 
engaging in divisive tactics and of 
pandering to prejudices. Some 
Dinkins sup- 


Tribal elechions: 


The mayoral 'race’ race 


in New York City 


potters have 
suggested, for 
example, that 
racial bias is, 
the mjun'factiffi 
motivating' 
Giuliani's 
backers, while 
the Republican 
candidate has 
maintained that 
certain attacks 
on him reflect 
anti-Italian big¬ 
otry. 

President 
Bill Clinton en¬ 
tered the fray 
during a recent 
appearance on 
Dinkin's behalf 
by speculating 



David Dinkins 


problem. Giuliani has actually 
managed to bring the issue to the 
fore by urging a police crackdown 
on vagrants who flout 
soda] norms and by 
proposing stricter limits 
on lengths of stay in 
dty-mn shelters. 

A perceived decline 
• l WWtWtf Ytfrfe's 1 mndp™ 
quality of life is mean¬ 
while being addressed 
by both candidates with 
platitudes. Dinkins and 
Giuliani likewise agree 
that the dry's school 
system is in 
need of thor¬ 
ough reforms, 
bur voters 
seem general¬ 
ly unim¬ 
pressed by 
each contend¬ 
er's recom¬ 
mendations 


account for its rancorous tone. 
Giuliani lost to Dinkins by only 
two percentage points in tbe 1989 
election, and the latest polls indi¬ 
cate that this rematch is too dose 
to call The outcome on November 
2 will hinge on how effectively 


each candidate mobilizes the base 
he assembled four years aga .with his tardy and ineffectual 
• EMnkinsraS^^fo txrlH&ng a^^ibn&i to a Y9*rt' ri3HijP?(mc 


manager. 

Dinkins is running with a Jew¬ 
ish nominee, but he still may not 
be able, to duplicate his 1989 
showing among this group, which 
gave him about one-third of its 
votes. The black political veteran 
alienated even some liberal Jews 

re- 
can- 


greater challenge in that regard. 
While tbe incumbent mayor can 
rely on the support of more than 
90 per cent of African-American 
voters, his lack-lustre performance 
in office may result in a decisive 
loss of backing 


that racial considerations may be 
shaping some voters' attitudes. 

Race is indeed a core elements 
in US politics, espedally in urban 
areas, but the virtual fixation on 
this subject in New York's mayo¬ 
ral contest has had the effect of 
muting debate on other issues. 

The crime rate, for instance, is 
clearly a key concern for most 
New Yorkers, despite Dinkins' 
frequent references to the fact that 
some types of criminal behavior 
have been somewhat curtailed 
during his four years in office. 

Homelessness, which affects 
several thousand individuals and 
many families, is another big 


on this point 
With the dties S31 
million annual budget 
once again covered in 
red ink, both candidates 
are calling for spending 
cuts while simultane¬ 
ously promising to 
maintain services at 
their current levels. Nei¬ 
ther candidate has come 
up with convindng rem¬ 
edies for New York's 
worsening economic ail- 



Rudolph Giuliani 


among swing 
segments of 
the dty's poly¬ 
glot electorate. 
The Latino- 
American and 
liberal Jewish 
communities 
are regarded as 
pivotal blocs, 
since Giuliani 
is assured of a 
solid majority 
among Catho¬ 
lics and Protes¬ 
tants of Euro¬ 
pean descent. 

In 1989 Din¬ 
kins won about 
two-thirds of 
tbe Latino 
vote. But Giuli¬ 
ani has assidu- 


Americans that threatened a con¬ 
servative Jewish neighborhood. 
Three years of disturbances were 
touched off when a black youth 
was accidentally killed by an auto¬ 
mobile in a motorcade accompa¬ 
nying a Jewish Orthodox religious 
leader. A Jewish student was then 
stabbed to dealh in the course of 
the rioting. 

As those instances suggest. 
New York is something of a racial 
and ethnic cauldron, capable of 
boiling over at almost any mo¬ 
ment. Indeed, a significant num¬ 
ber of whites may ultimately vote 
for Dinkins out of fear that Giulia¬ 


ni would be unable to maintain 
even an uneasy peace in the city 
of 7.4 million inhabitants. 

Dinkins would seem to have a 
distinct advantage in that Demo¬ 
crats outnumber Republicans in 
New York by about five to one. 
But the city also has a tradition of 
occasionally electing^ Republican^ 
maySW^dio portray 'tftemselves as* 
non-ideological reformers. Fiorel- 
lo LaGuardia. a famed figure for 
whom one of the city's airports is 
named, repeatedly performed this 
feat in the 1930s, while a dashing 
young Republican won the may¬ 
or’s office 24 years ago. 

Clinton is keen to prevent histo¬ 
ry repeating itself in November. 
The Democratic president would 
sustain a heavy political blow if 
New York were to follow the lead 
of Los Angeles, the nation's sec¬ 
ond-largest city, which elected a 
Republican mayor last spring. 

Giuliani's chances of victoiy 
will be slim, should a sizable seg¬ 


ment of voters make their choice 
on the basis of the candidates' per¬ 
sonal characteristics. The gaunt 
but energetic 49-year-old Republi¬ 
can has the son of steely personali¬ 
ty befitting a former federal prose¬ 
cutor. 

Giuliani won respect for his 
many highly-publicized indict¬ 
ments of Mafia bosses and Wall 
Street pirates. But his law-and- 
order emphasis strikes some unde¬ 
cided voters as an excessively 
tough trait in a potential leader of 
a city that often requires gentle 
handling. 

The 66-year-old Dinkins, on the 
other land, is widely viewed as an 
affable, dignified and debonair 
politician. Despite the 1991 flare- 
up and a few other less serious 
outbreaks of civic violence, the 
mayor has put his placid lempera- 
mrat jo effective use in calmrag t 
tensions/Dinians is also common¬ 
ly seen, however, as a well- 
intentioned incompetent who lacks 
the skills needed to address New 
York's economic problems. 

Tribalism, then, will probably be 
the determining factor on Novem¬ 
ber 2, Whichever candidate ap¬ 
peals most successfully to racial 
pride and resentments is likely to 
win. ■ 


Kevin J. Kelley was born in 
New York. He is Editor of the 
international affairs journal To¬ 
ward Freedom and author of TAe 
Longest War, a book on North¬ 
ern Ireland. 


ments which are reflected in the 
loss of nearly 400,000 jobs in the 
past four years. 

The closeness of tbe race helps 


ously courted this ethnic group, 
notably by choosing a well-known 
Puerto Rican politician as his run-' 
ning-maie for the city budget 



nUQOrit? of *&&**£* sho Sk his hand for the TV camera. He first met with Mr 

mcli Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin ana ^ w drawn up, similar in many ways to the 

Rabin in 1989 when he a dose associate and friend of PW Chairman Tasser 

current PLO-lsracl accord. Mr SiftM oR fl Faiah metmUtmee ike signing of the 

Arafat. His assassination Mohammad Abu Shnban, a formerheadof thepohto 

PW-Israd accord last Se P“:™Jf w SJ deed after a pro-peace rally last month. Hismde,Mah- 
- .. - Oajt. »as snoi a j claimed responsibility for the 


PlXI-I&raei accom «*« ' s u ot dead after a pro-peace rally last momn. ms w^e, man- 

col outdance committee in Gajt. weastoM ^ ag0 No one claimed responsibility for the 
er KchaiL was eLw do»lih internal PLD or Fatah feuding. 


er KchaiL was aiso 
mardZtbut the PLO denied that it 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


Cyprus Airways announces its two weekly 
flights from/to Larnaca as part of its winter 
schedule effective 5 November 1993 as follows: 




FRIDAY 

mmMKmrnaK&masK ?*., 

LARNACA 20,10 

ft- 

AMMAN 21,35 

SATURDAY 

AMMAN 

11,40 

LARNACA 13,15 




j* ‘ , jig. 

|^w«8fv - ('"-‘jf. • "j 

SUNDAY 

LARNACA 18,15 

AMMAN 19/40 

SUNDAY 

AMMAN 

20,25 

LARNACA 22,10 


Fot reservattons-and information call your travel agent or 
general sales agent/Jordan; 


PETRA TRAVEL & TOURISM CO 
PETRATOURS 


Shmeisani/dose to Commodor Hotel, 
Tel:670493/670449 Fax 681402 
A m ma n/Jordan 


Petra Tours 




ei~ 
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Daily fleights over 
Wadi Rum 

Amman 06 - 668606 
Petra 03 - 83665 
' Aqaba 03 - 316324 



Elle Club holds reception 
at the Inter-Continental 



ON THE 26 October, the ballroom wa> transformed into a seereiuri.il 
poo!, or may wc say an orchid. Hundreds of elegant secretaries flocked 
to the Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan at the invitation of the Ellc Club. 
The Elle Club was formed by the Hotel Imcr-Contincmai Jordan and 
dedicated to all those hardworking secretaries who make reservation-; at 
the hotel. Mr Alvaro Rey. Assistant Manager of Hotel Inter¬ 
Continental Jordan, at whose initiative the Elle Club was created. « el- 
corned all the secretaries to the reception. 

The cocktail reception turned into a 
lively party, with an outstanding show 
performed by the band Five Fingers and 
the participation of Lebanese singer. 

Ghanwah, and belly dancer, Ruwaidah. 
ff this was not enough fan for some, 

Kafhim A1 Saher, the pop singer, was the 
surprise no one expected. Kathim sang, 
entertained and danced with the guests 
turning this into a night to remember for 
many of the members of the Ellc Club. 

Kathim A1 Sober will also perform, for 
one night only, at the Hotel Inter¬ 
Continental Jordan today. TTiursday. 28 
October. 
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What 


• "Fills the theatre with the sound of laughter." as 
described by the Sunday Express, the hit comedy 
Lend Me A Tenor will be playing at the Fone Grand 
Amman for three nights at the end of this month ^ 
from the 28th until the 30th of October. 

Nominated for seven New York Tony Awards and 
the Laurence Olivier Best Comedy of the Year 
award. Lend Me A Tenor is one of show business s 
best loved stories—the understudy who becomes a 
star overnight! 

Set in Cleveland, Ohio in 1934, a gala performance 
of Verdi's Othello is in jeopardy because the worm 
famous tenor. Tito Merelli, has fallen into a drunken 
stupor and is presumed deal! in total panic, the gen- 

a: 

2SS3T^-^ “*"“*"*-* 

lanT^bot and ^uced byDerdc Ninm.0. ■ 

_ Jerdaneh presides over his first meeting 

" P of the Directorate Committee ofRJ 


The first Pop Music Festival of its kind in Jordan 
is guaranteed to give you an ear-blistering time 


By Mary Denis i 

Special to the Sur 

DAZZLING LIGHTS, volume- 
pumped music, intense hi-tech 
light effects complete with fog. 
b\ pnotizinu lights projected from 
behind the'stage onto the audience 
will be popping on the stage this 
Saturday. 30 October. 

No. this is not the stage of some 
mesa-star concert, it is actually 
whaf the Palace of Culture's stage 
(Al Hussein Spons City) will look 
and sound like on Saturday. 30 
October 7:30 pm. courtesy of the 
National Music Conservatory. 

The popular belief that loud 
drums, lots of electric guitar noise 
and long unkempt hair swinging 
in tune with the music played by 
"jeansed" creatures has proven to 
be a stereotype. A new breed of 
local pop musicians— normal 
.looking guys, earthy, serious, anx¬ 
ious to be heard by pop tans and 
toiallv engrossed with their kind 
of music—has emerged in Jordan. 

Pop culture seems to have 
shaken the music world, with its 
epicentre placed in Europe and the 
USA. The powerful shock waves 
have swept the world over and 
have reached Amman as well. 

The all-Jordanian Dead Sea 
Fishing Club is one among sev¬ 
eral promising groups. It is a fi\e- 
piccc band with vocals. It covers 
different stvles of music, ranging 
from The Doors. Led Zeppelin, 
to Metallica. Some of these 
pieces they chose to play for Sat¬ 
urday's show. Full-time students. 
Dead Sea Fishing Club has been 
together .7. months.and makes-an . 
impressive, \ersjtile team. * 

Nizar Keylani i<‘a' self-iaguhl 
lead guitarist and a vocalist. You¬ 
sef Musmar. also self-taught, is a 
powerful drummer, who keeps 
tempo under control, and who can 
sustain the soft and delicate 
nuances of the beat as well. 

The Floyds is a five-piece 
group, more on the classical side. 
TTiev have played together for one 
year. Among their showcase is 
F.ric Claptons version of / Shot 
the Sheriff, extracts from The Wall 
by Pink Floyd, and Hotel Califor¬ 
nia by the Eagles 
Robet Michael, sensitive. *clf- 
laughl lead guitarist, who reads 
and writes music is a good impro¬ 
viser. The Floyds is a classy group 
boasting high caliber flutist 
Armen L Armeniakyan. who 
graduated from Baghdad Music 
School and had musical training 
at the Moscow Conservatory. 
Prescnllx he teaches flute at the 
NMC. 

Faculty "X" has already earned 
the reputation of j band that (uses 
jazz and rock instrumentals with 
success. Its lead guitarist Bashar 
ArafaL an ex-Miraj member, is 
considered by many to be an asset 



The people who will make the festival happen on Saturday 


to the group. 

Los Morenos is a relatively 
new group on the pop scene. It is 
a 3-piece band with Yousef Ibra¬ 
him as bassist and vocalist. They 
mostly play Gypsy Kings style, 
with a lot of improvisations. They 
have composed several original 
songs with lyrics in Spanish. 

Black Onyx is also among the 
newer groups. A three-piece 
group, with Edmin F Pull playing 
classical guitar and heavy metal. 
They will also play Wonderful 


He comments that "there is no 
lack of musical talents here." 
What is lacking, it seems, is stage 
management, good sound equip¬ 
ment ' and technical know-how. 
'These vita] elements, which ena¬ 
ble you to put up a music concert, 
arc missing." So he decided to 
step in to Gil the gap. 

He says he prefers to stay in the 
background. "This is what man¬ 
agement is all about,” he says. He 
stresses the fact that, after all, it is 
tue musicians who are in the fore¬ 


young people's 
(ages 15-21) 
choice, according 
to Music Box's 
experience. The 
■Music Box’ will 
record the concert 
live, print cassettes 
and will offer them 
for sale. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, they 
expect good sales. 

A 2000-watt 
sound system is 
offered free by Jer- 
oma. There is no 
doubt that by using 
such advanced 
technology "you 
will not only hear 
the music, you will 
feel it." Juma 
explains. 

Pop music is 
good business, 
and those 

involved in sell¬ 
ing pop realize 
their participation 
and contribution is also good pro¬ 
motion for them in the future 
when this type of concerts picks 
up the momentum. 

Jesse Junta’s intention is to help 
create professional musicians in 
this country, who can "sustain 
themselves financially and devote 
their time fully to music." Is there 
a big enough market for pop 
music to enable musicians to sup¬ 
port themselves? Juma believes 
firmly so. but "first of all," he 
insists "we must build up a good 


• New Head of 

the Directorate 

Comminee at RJ. 

Mr Basel Jerda¬ 
neh. presided 
over a meeting 
which included 
members of the 
Directorate Com¬ 
mittee as well as 
deputies of RTs 
general manager. 

This is considered 
io be the first 
meeting since Mr 
Jerdaneh took his new position at RJ. 

In a small party held before the meeting. Mr Mahmoud Jamai 
Balqaz. General Manager of RJ, welcomed Mr Jerdaneh and members ot 
the Committee. 


M 


Yul Brynnerfilm 
festival schedule 


lney wiu aiso piay wanueijui «»« — —-- insists we must ouuu up a 

Tonight by Eric Clapton, some of. front and in the limehghL ,.ana „ foe.ourselves axuUacflKj 

Phil Coffins' pieces, andjob4&4^gamZe ^ foe-coihing coneirtsWlfe 

Cheb Khaied. ' • • tbenOind propel tbem -Aato the ^ a lesl f or us and thfc aufii- 


Sunday 31 October 
5*30 p.m- Opening Reception 
6:00 p.m. The King and I 1956, 
133 min. 

Monday 1 November 
3:00 pan. The King and I 
6 ri)0 p.m. The Seven Samurai 
1954,207 min. 

presented in cooperation 
with the Japanese Embassy 

Tuesday 2 November 

4:30 pjn. "Hollywood 1950s- 
1970s" panel discussion 
6:00 p.m. The Magnificent Sev¬ 
en I960. 138 min. 



Each group, although anxious to 
show off many musical pieces, 
will be given a chance to play five 
to six musical numbers. The show 
will be hosted by wo popular 
DJs. 

Several brand new issues have 
been raised and launched into the 
modem music scene agenda in 
Jordan in connection with pop 
music. To stan with, a new con¬ 
cept of band management has 
been introduced. A band cannot 
sustain itself as a mature team 
without proper administration. 
Musicians arc a mercurial species, 
notorious for sensitivity rather 
than sensibility. They are so 
absorbed in the anistic and per¬ 
forming pan. the organizational 
issues are often neglected. That is 
why management is needed. 

Jesse Juma, coordinator of the 
program, came to Jordan for a 
visit last year, and, having discov¬ 
ered that "he could use his previous 
pop music managerial experience, 
decided to stay on and took it 
upon himself to’anunc the existing 
music groups to the modem 
requirements of'show business'. 


tbemJhnd propel thran -oflto the 
concert stage. 

Laconic, right to the point, Juma 
is the man who likes to get things 
done, according to him. He prefers 
to be behind the scenes rather than 
to be seen. Of course, like all pro¬ 
jects, organizing a concert on a big 
scale rests heavily on Finances. 

•sow were the finances gener- 
i-to-i? Where do they come from? 

Contribution in terms of sound 
engineering and light effects 
comes from Music Box, dynamic, 
which apart from regular music 
business caters for musical func¬ 
tions in terms of light and sound 
effects. 

Asked about their motivations 
for offering such costly services. 
Music Box explained that they, 
first of all. believed that a pop 
music concert is needed in 
Amman to satisfy the growing 
demand for that type of music. Of 
course, they confirmed. Arabic 
pop is also in demand. At the top 
of the Arabic chan are Egyptian, 
followed by Lebanese and 
Kuwjiti pop singers. 

But Western pop still dominates 


be a real lest for us and thfc audi¬ 
ence." He is confident the concert 
will mark a turning point in adopt¬ 
ing new strategies in the music 
business in Jordan, and "going 
professional'' is the only way to 
success. All the encouraging signs 
are there. ■ 


Out;*- - OcC<- 


3:00 p.m. The Magnificent Seven n 
6:00 pjn. Westworld 1973,89 min. 


Thursday 4 November 

3:00 pan. Westworld 

6:00 pan. The Brothers Karamazov 1958,149 min. 
to be on a first-come. Erst-served basis. 


Fish in the Dead Sea! 

Dead Sea Fishing Club cast opinions 
about music in Jordan 


The British Airways 
Theatre at The 
Forte Grand Amman 

Present 

Ni tree Dawn 
‘ Porter 

Alfred d 
Marks / 

Bill > 

Fellows 
Melissa 
Palmer 

••FILLS THE 

theatre 
WITH THE 
SOUND OF 
LAUGHTER" 

Sunday 8^ 

iP—'. 

Pl'S/lfHl'li hi/ S 

Terry'Parsons ^ 

rratitucf hit 

Derek Nimmo 
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ms 


By Haitham Ibrahim 

Star staff writer 

NO. THIS is not some lunatic 
fishing club looking for fish in the 
Dead Sea, it's actually the name of 
a Jordanian band. Hazem Ameen 
(Keyboards). Farced Musmar 
(bass guitar). Yousef Musmar 
(drums), Nader Nemeh (rhythm 
guitar) and Nizar Keylani flead 
guitar) took many shots at differ¬ 
ent names before they sealed on 
Dead Sea Fishing Club. 

All of the members of DSFC 
(Dead Sea Fishing Club) have 
been playing music for some time 
now. But "it wasn't until they 
formed their band, seven months 
ago. that a new direction in com¬ 
posing and altitudes towards 
music started forming. 

Their style ranges from R&B. 
rock and pop to heavy metal. "We 
don't limit ourselves to one type 
of music." notes Nizar Keylani. 
who writes most of the band's 
songs. 

So far. (hey have produced two 
songs: Midnight , a slow, jazzy 
tune and Lose Your Bruin, a mix 
between R&B and Rock. When 
asked whether their songs convey 
any messages to the listener. 
DSFC admitted they have no mes¬ 
sages. "We haven't expressed our¬ 
selves "til now. 1 don't think Nizar 
wrote about his feelings, cause 


who would care to listen to wbat 
Nizar would feel when he has a 
fight with his girlfriend? Nobody 
would. So first of all we have to 
make it and then express our¬ 
selves," commented Hazem. 
Farced has a different opinion 
when it comes to his relation with 
music. He notes: "Music helped 


a couple of songs two months ago, 
which were played only twice on 
the air! "You have a big gap 
between audience and musicians 
in Jordan, and I blame Radio Jor¬ 
dan and JTV for that They should 
. be concerned about local musi¬ 
cians.” Nizar said angrily. "We're 
trying to get a sponsor. It would be 




Agenda 


ROYAIJORDANIAN 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS 


A Comedy bv 

KEN LUDWIG 


Directed hit 

IAN TALBOT 


28th, 29th. and 30th. Oct. 1993 at 7:30 pm. 

Price per person: JD 25/- all inclusive. 

For reservation, please caH <96511 Box Office Ext. 6009. 
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EXHIBITIONS 

*- Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition by 
Am m ar KTiammash until 3 
December at Darat Al Funun. 

*■ Dr Mamdouh Al AbadI, Lord 
Major of Amman, will inaugurate 
Mohammad Abu Zraiq's exhibi¬ 
tion of paintings at the RCC, 
Monday l November at 6:00 pm. 
The exhibition runs until 10 


me to break out from boring rou¬ 
tines. It helped me break out from 
the rigid personality T was 
becoming." 

Fareed believes they are one 
"dead" serious fishing club when 
it comes to music, because most 
other bands, in his opinion, are 
Idds that go to school and they 
come from good families. "They 
don't need to play music as much 
as we do," remarked Fareed. 

But all is not well in the sea of 
the dead. DSFC are actually suf¬ 
fering from a lack of local sup¬ 
port. The band gave Radio Jordan 


November. 

■r The Royal Cultural Center will 
host Mohammad Jaloos's works 
in an exhibition which will be 
inaugurated by HRH Princess 
Wijdan Ali, 1 November, at 6:00 
pm. Exhibition runs until 14 
November. 

Orfali Art Gallery is hosting an 
exhibition by Sabah Hadidi until 
28 October. 

«t- Farouk Lambaz's exhibition, 
is r unnin g at Alia Art Gallery until 
today, 28 October. 

An exhibition by Mahmoud 
Taha and Salman Abbas is being 
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-Smash your toft hand down about right here three 
times, then twice up In thls-area, then three times 

. right about here. ...Thafs'Louie Louie. 










The whole famny ahvay^enjoyed theway 
Uncle Numanga could reach oyer and “find" 
; a skull In Rttie Tooby's ear. 
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much easier if we get on." emphar 
sized Nader on the financial hard¬ 
ships they face. . V 

The type of music DSFC play 
does not make their job. easier,: 
because rock music,.in their opin¬ 
ion, is a stereotyped genre in Jor¬ 
dan that conjures up 'images-of. 
crazed maniacs. 

But despite the hardships^ You¬ 
sef believes that just by being 
there, and making people inter¬ 
ested in their music, DSFC.. are 
helping the local;-'scene- and 

encouraging other bands. H .• • 

displayed at Ab'aad Ait Gallery, 
near 8th circle, unfit 30 October. 

■r The Petra, Exhibition will, con¬ 
tinue until Thursday, 28 October - 
at the RCC. " 

w Abdul Hanieed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 
etchings by Mohammad Omar 
Khalil until 3 November. 

films 

Creepshon willbe-featured'at the 
American Center on Thursday, 21 
October, at 5c00 pm. Sunday, 31. 
October, the Center will -present 
The Seven Samurai. .at'the same 
time and place. 


ARIES (2L 
Mar cb-I9 April):; 

Get the most out 
of your wode ear-' 
iy, then youUbe 
doe most efficient.; 

: If youlve got- ne-.; 
gotiaiions this 
: week, look close-: 

' iy for hidden 
■meanings. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 
MAY): Books . or 
other supplies 
could make a dent 
in your budget the 
first part of this 
week if you're tiot ; ^ . 

careful- Stop around: *r~ • v 

GEMINI <21 May-21 June): You. 
should be stop, but..witch ouL 
Don* tea«V«yttni^;ydrkhow— . 
even tba. friendly type! > > 
CANCER (22 Jrm^22 Jtdy)r 
You bu$tic able to talktpaipc^-; 
citratit sweetie .or roommate, imp.. 

, doing vdiat you want. Malto bay 

■:'ii-'.V ’ . ■ ■ s - fj' 

U£0(23.JoIy-22 August): Group 
dub meetings areyour best source. • 
of entdtsmment- Finish up some- . 
- Vhmg tfratypupromised.V'v. •; 
VIRGO At®irit-22 S^pteinr 
berk pay dose attention; sA-boss, ' 

. whoVbri^mt. bth-'sonidimesTor-i. 

getful, mayoeed yourtolp.ttttoa 

■ similorfriend. - . : l i. .: - V - 

iLIBRA (23 ,Septepiitor-23 Oclo - 


_ber): A. good time V .. 
for just about anyr 
thing 1 involving 
-travel or commuru- ■. 
cations. Be car^il. . . 
of expenses. ^ : 
though. ■ / ’ . 

SCORPIO (24 Oct : 
tober- .21 Novem-; 
ber): ... If .’’ you're - - 
.wondering, ' ask. ’ 
People will be in - : : 
the , fiiood -to talk 
/arKLyou should be \ • 
able to find out just 
about anything. ;•...... v : l 

. SAGnrAJimjS' c r 

.22 November-21 
.; • 2 December): Yoja 

and a friend wed to get togethm- " ’ 
the first of this week. If you’re .. 
looking for love,, chedt out dubiJ.j 
meetings. '' : . 

CAPRICORN (22 December-ltf 
January): You could get snarled/' : r. 
up-in a toi^i assignment. Don* be'': / 
ashamed to ask a friend for help. - 
AQUARIUS (20 Jaimary-lfr;VT; 
February): Don* get caught talk-^ V-: 

■ mg-: on company 'time, TTie bossV/ f - 
will not. be amused! Love could/- - 
- .blossom if you're in the right Jocfr*=/ ! '- 
/tioh. v: ' • ' •' 

PISCES : (19 r - February-2Ck : r - 
March): If a-roo mmate's not , 

..Sng^ sense, bc.patient, Don* go mto t . 

a bkie' funk over words said' In: . 

• haste, by agoofballl 
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Le . . 

ourdain 

La pop au top 

0 La muSique pop gagne ses lettres de noblesse dans le Royaume. Pour la premiire 
fois, le Conservatoire national consacre un festival aux melodies prifdries des plus 
jeunes. Samedi 30 octobre, cinq groupes jordaniens participeront it Vevenement au 
Palais de la culture, cite sportive, it partirde 19h30. 

Le Conservatoire national donne ainsi la possibilite a des talents locaitx de se pro - 
ditire devant un large public avec les mimes gouts musicaux. Vaccent a ete mis sur 
les effets de lumiere et la qualiti du son. Du spectacle en perspective en ecoutant les 
succks de Phil Collins, Pink Floyd, Dire Straits, U2...etc ... 

Sispplernent en frangais du Star 

Les cinq groupes jordaniens selectionnis sont: Dead Sea Fishing Club, The 
Floyds, Faculty "X", Los Morenos et Black Onyx. Jeunes formations, eUes se con- 
tentent de reprendre les standards de groupes celebres. Pour le moment Ces pre¬ 
miers pas sur une viritable scene est un formidable encouragement pour le futur. 


ft IN UUNUkK 
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Legislatives 

La mobilisation fait defaut 


A 10 jours du scrutin, en exclusivite, les premieres estimations sur 

massive. Les tribus menent le jeu dans une 


SELON LES demiires estima¬ 
tions. moms de 800 000 personnes 
votenont dans le Royaume, parmi 
les 1 460 000 qui se sont inscrites 
et les 1 946 OOO qui ont le droit de 
vote. Une participation autour de 
40%, Equivalente h celle des Elec¬ 


tions de 1989. 

Quatre annfics de dEmocratie 
n'ont appanemment pas con vain cu 
les Jordaniens de 1'importance de 
leur participation au scrutin lEgis- 
latif. Pour certains, le Parlement. 
par manque d'efficadtE et 


d'audace, n'a pas nSussi h changer 
la vie sociale et politique du pays. 
Les sessions parlemeutaires ont 
parfois prouve au public que 
1'attitude de leurs Sus Etait ra- 
fhiencEe par la peur du gouverne- 
ment et la cramte des cou rants is- 


Les elections en chiffres 

Source: Centre de recherche 'al Urdun al Jadid' 


(Conscriptions 

Inscrits i 

Sfcges i 

Candidate 

Participation 

estimfie 

Send pou 
€tre ilu 

AMMAN: 
ler district 

92 331 

3 

21 

40 000 

4000-4250 

2fime district 

107739 

3 

22 

45000 

4 500 - 5000 

3feme district 

103 984 

5 

32 

50000 

4000-4250 

4£me district 

81081 

2 

22 

40 000 

4500-5000 

5fime district 

96709 

5 

42 

45000 

3500- 4000 

66me district 

42956 

3 

24 

30000 

3 250 - 3 500 

BEDOUINS DU CENTRE 

25203 

2 

14 

15000 

2500 - 2600 

IRBID -— 

3*72 026 „ 

L • «ju 


90 000 

C.I 

3 750 - 4 000 

JERASH 

40 310 

2 

13 

* 25 000 

3 700 - 4 000 

AJLOUN 

46 276 

3 

27 

30 000 

3500-3 750 

RAMTHA 

58 403 

3 

18 

35 000 

3 500-3 750 

VALLEE DU JOURDAIN 
+ QURA 

61633 

2 

19 

40000 

4500-5000 

BALQA 

123 320 

8 

47 

70000 

4000 - 4500 

KERAK 

83 314 

9 

« 

50000 

3 000 - 3 250 

MA'AN 

35 824 

5 

32 

25 000 

2 500 - -2 750 

BEDOUINS DU SUD 

23 692 

2 

15000 

2 250 - 2500 

ZARQA 

180 719 

6 

54 

90000 

5000-5500 

MAFRAQ 

32 389 

3 

29 

25 000 

2 750 - 3 000 

BEDOUINS DU NORD 

23 194 

2 

20 000 

3000 - 3500 

TAFILEH 

25 985 

3 

17 

15 000 

2 750 - 3 000 

TOTAL 

1463 084 

80 

559 

795 000 

3 000 


lamistes et traditionnels. 

L'influence rEdirite des partis 
politiques est aussi une cause de 
cette falble mobilisation (voir en- 
cadrE d-contre). En volant pour un 
candidal de sa famille, ehamn 
espfire recueiQir plus de bfinfifices 
qu'avec un autre candidan "D fact 
Eire conscient du fonctionnement 
de notre socifitfi. Le 'wasta' est tou- 
jours le moyen tfobtemr un bou- 
lot, d'acquErir un sifige a 
1’universitE et de fad liter les dE- 
marcbes administxatives partout 
dans le pays", confie Sami H, 
fonctiomudre. 

La mfifiance des Jordaniens vis- 
a-vis du processus dEmocratique et 
leur indinErence & l'Egard des Elec¬ 
tions parlementaires sont aussi 
dues aux rumeurs rEcentes sur le 
report du scrutin. A cela s'ajoute la 
cofcre de certains partis, en parti- 
cuher les Islamistes, vis-a-vis de 
l'aititude du gouvemement dans 
cette campagne. Toutes ces rai¬ 
sons ont diminuE I'enthousiasme 
des fiecteurs", explique Taleb 
A wad, responsable du Centre de 
recherche 'al Urdun al Jathd'. 

Selon les analyses rEalisEes par 
ce centre, la partidpation au pro¬ 
chain scrutin est esiimfie h moins 
de 800 000 personnes. Dans ce ca¬ 
dre, le nombre de votes gagnEs par 
les future 80 dEputEs ne dfipassera 
pas 300 000. C'est & dire, 15% de 
ceux qui ont le droit de vote, 20% 
..du.nopibre des inscdtSfet presque 
" 36% dfes Electeurs'.' "" 

L'Etude montre aussi que le 
□ombre moyen de voix nficessaire 
pour gagner un sifige est de 3 000. 
Mats, dans certaines drconscrip- 
tions, le candidal devra recueillir 
jusqu'k 5 000 votes tandis que, 
dans d'autres, 2 000 seroot suffi- 
sants. Cette enqufte ficarte la pos- 
sibilitE de la victoire d'une femme 
au ParlemenL Elle prEvoit moins 
de 25 sieges pour les Islamistes 
sur les 36 candidars de cette ten¬ 
dance dans toutes les drconscrip- 
tions du pays. 

Certes, et tout le monde le did 
"Fas de femmes, pas beaucoup 
dTslamistes. mais un Parlement 4 
caractfire tribal reflEtant la struc¬ 
ture de la socifitfi et la puissance 
du nom de certaines families sur 
d'autres". Une rEsignation de 
fagade. Car, attention! Si le candi¬ 
dal de la famille rivale gagne: "Je 
te jure que je vais le tuer", nous 
confie on jeune bomme enthoo- 
siasmE par la candidature de son 
pfere. ■ 

Sa’eda lttlani 


la participation des electeurs. Pas de mobilisation 
campagne plus que calme. 

filiiiiMmbe des tribus 


&irla faibles se de la mobilisation politique & 
Sire du CERMOG sur leth£me "la soci6te 


de liberalisation politique". 

-_■ ■ ■ _■■■■•■: •' 
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Jordanie 


Express 


POTASS E - La Com pa g- 
nie arabe dc potasse 
(CAP) va raettre en oeuvre 
son second plan 
d'expansion pour porter 
sa production en 1997 a 
2*2 millions de tonnes par 

an contre 1.8 million en 
1994. La CAP travaille 

aussi avec la Compagnie 
Jordan ienne de phosphate 
et des firmes japonaises 
sur un projet d'industrie 
chimique pour exploiter 
les mineraux de la mer 
morte. 

TV - France Television et 
i'OLP ont signE un accord 
poor crEer la premiere 
chains palestinienne a 
Gaza et Jericho d'ici aout 
prochain. La television 
publique frangaise se 
chargera de la formation 
des Palestiniens et des ne¬ 
gotiations pour les 
echanges de programmes. 
Ce projet est finance, en¬ 
tire antres, par le gou- 
vernement frangais, les 
Nations-Unies et la Com- 
munante earopEenne. 

ETH1QUE-- Apres neuf 
ans de travaux, les trots 
grandes religions mono- 
tbeistes ont redige un code 
d'ethique pour les af¬ 
faires, sous le patronage 
du prince Hassan et du 
prince Philip, due 
d'Edinburgh. Pour le 
prince Hassan, la culture 
islamique a prosper! sur 
la base du pluralisme cul- 
turel et sotiaL Dans son 
discours, il a aussi soulig- 
d£ la contribution des 
jnUs et des chrEdens dans 
le domaine des arts. Le 
rabbin Norman Soloman 
a d£dar! pour sa part que 
la tradition jnive recon- 
nait la richesse de la di- 
versite, tEmoignage de la 
grandeur de Dieu. 


Cinema 

Jeunesse et audace a Faffiche 

Pendant deux mois, le Centre culturel fran?ais projette les plus grands succfes, les films 
frangais les plus ambitieux de ces trois demieres annEes. Couirez-y! 


NOIRE. COMME I'ambiance du 
thriller "Nikita" el ITiumour 
erincant dc "Delicatessen . 
Orange, le feu d 1 artifice sentimen- 

tal de "Les amanu du Ponl-Neuf 
ct les champs de toumesols de 
"Van Gogh". Blanche, comme la 
vie cokmiale dans "Indoctene et 
la puretE du son de la viole dans 
"Tous les matins du monde . Arc- 
en-ciel. le patchwork enivrant et 
Emouvartf dc "Mem la w - 
Toutes les couloirs <*“ c,n4 ** a 
k francais vont Edatcr sur I Ecran du 
¥ Centre culturel francais ennovem- 
bre el dEcembne. Tous ies lundi?a 
70h Avec en prime, la tonanie 
filTbelgc. Toto le' 

Longs mEtragcs originaux mais 
populircs. ils omrojusune plme 
dc rfcompenses. Des ^ 9^5 

nour "Tous les mabns du monde 
f?Oscar du meilteur lilm granger 
pour "lndochjnc- Cette sEJ«tt® n 
degrsnds succts rfeert* d«i an!- 
ma franvais est unc piwwej“ 

CCF. Auam film n a plus dooms 

«tt. Dc plus, lc Centre offrr une 
%taie" rfance dc _cin4m» 

1‘ancicnnc avec la projection dun 

court mfoage cn ouvcrtur i, a „, x 

> manque plus que les esquimaux 

I'cnuacte' 


Ce cycle est placE sous te signe 
de la jeunesse et de 1'andace. Les 
courts mEirages font ainsi dEcouv- 
rir les talents de demain et chacun 
des longs mEtrages a fait 
1'EvEnement 2l sa sortie. Deux 
nreuves de la vivacitE du cinEma 
tricolore & lheure oO 
HmpErialisme culturel amen cam 

est l'objet de toutes les attaques. 
Pourtant, les deux "industries du 
i€ve" peuvent se retrouver. Exem- 
ple: le premier film projetE, "Mki- 
U" de Luc Besson, vient d'etre 
loumE une nouvelle fois par les 

AmEricains. __ . 

11 est vrai que "Nikita a des ar¬ 
guments chocs pour sfiduirc: ms 
mise en scfcne spectaculaire, une 
histoire oft se mfile ne «hn 
amour et espionnage, et suitout 
rfioousiouflanic composition 
^ rfaUsateur 

du "Grand bleu" a httEralemeni 
mflamorphosE son 
cotur en bombe humane. Un rite 
qui a cfaiHeurs ouvert a Anne Pa- 
riHaud les portes crHollywood.. 

Dans "Delicatessen, pas de 
star. Les vedettes sort ksdfeon 
el ITiumour. Une comfidie ttte 
noire filmEc avec 
deux j'eunes cin&sies- Jcan-ftom 

jeunct ci Marc Caro. Leg6nEnque 


du film est en soi un chef- 
d'czuvre. "Delicatessen" c'est 
Fenseigne de la boucherie (fun 
immeuble perdu au milieu d'un 
terrain vague. Ep pEriode de 
pEnurie alimentaire, la viande 
animate manque, alors le 
boucher trouve d’autres 
proies— 

Jeunesse et audace se retrou- 
vent aussi dans le film bel£^ 
Toto le bEros". Au crEpuscule 
de sa vie, Thomas est persuadE 
qu’un autre liri a subtllisE son 
existence. Son voisjn a pris sa 
place chez ses vEri tables par¬ 
ents. Re tour en am Ere sur ses 
jeunes annEes pour une chro 
nique douce-amire. 

La passion est le maftre-mot 
de "Les amants du Pont-Neur 
et de "Van Gogh". Dans le ■ 
premier, Leos Carax Edit une 
ode & ses deux passions: Paris 
et 1'Amour. Ses "amants" (Juliette 
Binoche et Denis Lavant) se ran- 
contrent, viveni et se dEchirenl sur 
le plus vieux pont de Paris avec la 
Seine pour dEcor. Ambitieux et ju- 
bilatoire. 

Maurice Pialat filme hzi un 
"Van Gogh" trfcs personnel, sub- 
limement incantE par Jacques Du- 
cronc. Juste avam son suidde. le 



"Indochine", eouronne aux der¬ 
ates Oscars d'HoBywood. 

peinire maudit fierivait ceci i son 
le Mre _'ni6o:_ "Eh bien, mon travail 
n- h moi, j*y risque ma vie et ma rai- 
ur son y a sombrE E moitifi". Le d- 
la nfiaste scmble avoir voulu fllustrer 
u- cette phrase poignaule dans son 

dernier long mfitrage. 
in Saga dans l'Asie cokmiale, "In- 
b- dochine" de Regis Warmer a re^a 
u- les plus hautes recompenses, 

le Catherine Deneuve y dirige une 


giganlesque plantation d'arbres a 
caoutchouc et succombe aux 
charm es d'un jeune offider 
frangais (Vincent PErez). Mais, sa 
fiUe adoptive, une princesse viet- 
namienne, s'Eprend elle aussi du 
jeune bomme... Beau comme un 
livre d'image. 

Pour "Tons les matins du 
monde", c'est plul6t une partition 
de mnsique qui slmpose h 1'espriL 
La virtuosi tfi des act ears (Jean- 
Pierre Mari elle, GErard Depardieu 
et son fils Guillaume) se confond 
ayec la virtuosi tfi des joueure de 
viole qu'ils incamenL Sous le 
r^ne de Louis XIV, Alain Cor- 
neau filme avec nuances la rela¬ 
tion entre un mdtre de mnsique et 
son disciple. Une partition inou- 
bliable. 

Enfin, c'est dans le charivari 
des sentiments et des coukvrc de 
"Merci la vie" que se terrain era ce 
festival du nouveau cinfima 
frangais. Sur le bord d'une route, 
deux jeunes lilies (Anouk Grin- 
berg et Charlotte Gainsbouig) se 
n^tcomrem et partem explorer la 
vie. Une fipopfie dficoncotante, 
entre les tires et les laimes, iroagi- 
nfie et mise en sc&ne par Bertrand 
Blier. Du jamais vu. ■ 

F.C 


Analyse 

L'OLP et la crise 
de l'Etat-nation 

Bertrand Badie,IEP de Paris, propose une nouvelle approche des 
relations intemationales. L'Etat-nation est en crise. Danger. 


"LE PROBLEME palestinien pou- 
vait se rfisoudre politiquement par 
un accord, ou mfime un conflit, en¬ 
tre Etats. Mais. je crains que 
raffaihlissement du politique, de 
lEtat et I'effondrement des rela¬ 
tions interfitatiques rendent la solu- 
ticai de plus en plus difficile & at- 
teindre". Pour le professeur 
Bertrand Badie de H nstitu t 
(fficudes politiques de Paris (IBP), 
les relations intemationales sont 
ertrfies dans une phase inEdite et 
instable. Une nouvelle donne pour 
le Moyen-orient II a livrfi son ana¬ 
lyse devant le World Affairs 
Council d'Amman. 

Selon lui, nous auistons il la re- 
I'ancbe des individus sur IBaL 
"Les bases du systEme internation¬ 
al, ]a souverainetE, le temtoire, la 
s^urjiE, sont acmellement remises 
en question", affirme-t-il. La mul¬ 
tiplication des acteurs affaiblit 
dangereusement 1’Etat Les 
mouvemerts religieux, ethniques, 
linguistiques (...) se dEveloppent 
avec leur propre rationalite. 
Chaque acteur dfifend son identitE. 
sa culture, ses objectrfs propres. 


L'universaiisaiion est raise ^ bas. 

Dans ce contexte. le fossfi se 

ere use entre la loi Internationale el 
cette prolifEration d'identitfis. De 
plus, i'usage de la violence n'est 
plus le monopole de I'Etat Chaque 
acteur pent en exercer une part en 
Evaluant les risques 5 sa fagon. 
Une Evolution dangereuse. 

Ces bouleversements conduisent 
a ui.c nouvelle approche des rela¬ 
tions intemationales. Les conflits 
ont changE de nature. Ils provien- 
nent maimenant plus de mouve- 
ments sod aux que d'une COmpfili- 
tion entre Etats. "Dans un discours 
S Paris, le prince Hassan a tui- 
mSme affirmfi que la raison des 
conflits dans la ifigion pro vient de 
frustrations sod ales", souligne 
Bertrand Badie. 

Ces conflits d'un type nouveau 
sont difficiles h rfisoudre au niveau 
Elatique. "Ils ne sont pas basfis sur 
des objectifs rfialistes ou sur une 
idEologie, mais sur l’identitfi d'un 
gnoupe. Or. sur une question 
d'identitfi, il ne peut y avoir de 
compromis comme en politique", 
explique le professeur frangais. 


L'Etat essaye de s'adapter, de 
dfivelopper de nouvelles strategies 
pour nEgocier avec les mouve- 
menls sociaux ou religieux. Mais, 
sa tSche est andue. 

"L'OLP a fait le choix d’agir au 
niveau de I'Etat, confonnEment 
aux rfigles diplomatiques et au 
processus de nEgodatlon interfita- 
tique. Cest dangereux", assure 
Bertrand Badie. Le champ est lai$- 
se libre aux mouvements sociaux 
pour reprendre a leur compie les 
revendications palestiniennes. "En 
cas d'Echec de I'OLP, le problhme 
palestinien deviendra une question 
sociale impossible is contrOler par 
un Etat", met-il en garde. 

Bertrand Badie se garde pour- 
tam de tout faialisme: Tai voulu 
souligner les risques qui guettent 
aujourtThui le processus ^ paix, 
mais rien n'est dfifinitir. Une 
chose est sQre, au niveau de I'Etat, 
I'OLP est en position de faiblesse 
face h un Israel fort de re&sources 
politiques, ficonomiques. territori- 
ales et militaires finormes. ■ 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS of Windsor. 
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Programs on 
^ JTV from 

30 October- 

B zzg 

t-W November 

m 


mm 


ms 


SATURDAY 

0830 — The FandliBoys 
09:00 — Da Beal's On 
0930 — Perspective 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: The 
Keys. Starring Ben Masters. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Bill Cosby Show 
09:10 — Thirty Something 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20— Before Coiambus 
11:10 —Golden Palace. Sophie 
has a great idea to promote the 
Golden Palace. 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Chancer 

TUESDAY 

0830 — Night Court: Halloween 
09:10 — The Magical World of 
Disney: Brand New Life 
10:00 — News in English 
1030 — Feature Film: Keeper 
of the Flame. Starring Spencer 
Tracey and Katherine Hepburn. 

WEDNESDAY 

0830 — Head of the Class 
09 KM) — Horizon: Smokers Can 
Harm Your Health 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Women of Wind¬ 
sor. The first episode of a best¬ 
seller on the lives of the women 


THURSDAY 

0830 — Coach. Coach Hayden 
entertains Eddie Garret, a pro- 
player and invites him to coach 

in Minnesota. 

09:10 — Reasonable Doubts. A 
number oF anti-drug enforce¬ 
ment officers are implicated in a 
string of mysterious killings. 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Once Around. Starring Holly 
Hunter and Richard Dreyfbss. 
Ethnic differences shake the 
marriage of a Lithuanian real 
estate businessman and an Ital- 
ian-American. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 —ENG 
0930—Faces and Places 
10:00 — News In English 
1030 — Blackheath Poisoning. 
A mini-series that takes place in 
the 19th century. 

11:10—Mind Yoor Language 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

0530 — Pif et Herode 
05:41 — L’Ecoie des Fans 
0630 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushuaia 

' DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Film: Comme un 


House 
of Eliott 
Monday 
09:10 




Bateau, la Mer en Moins 
(TIM—Le Journal 
07:15—FenetreSur 

LUNDI 

0530 — Les Aventuriers de 
L'espace 

06 K)0 — Omnisciences 
0630 — Maguy 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDi 

05:30 — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
06 KM) — Beaumanoir 
07KM) —Le Journal 
07:15 — Variates 



MERCREDI 

0530—Ordy 

06:00— Le Vagabond des Men 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L’Histoire 

JEUDt 

0530 — Surprise Sor Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

0530 — Le Monde est & Vous 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Sur Seine 


ri£in« 
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Recommended Listenings 

808 State: 

Gorgeous 

FORMULATING AN article about the music of 808 State 
requires a trip to the land of deconstruction, where new pleas¬ 
ant and horrendous things are encountered every step of the 

way. J . . 

Each song on the album, although distinct m itself, (most 

are instru¬ 
mentals 
with sam¬ 
pled 
verses), 
includes 

variations 

and expert - 
mentations 

on the 
same 

theme of 

the music. 

Sometimes 

808 State uses raw synthesized sounds to make detached and 
deeoosmjcted tones that cling loosely to the song. *. 

Even when they used the vocals of Ian'McCulloch, there is 
a part of the swig where the music breaks away and intense 
synth bleeps take over. 80S State shifts the foots of the lis¬ 
tener into another mood, cause discomfort, then shift again to 
the original theme to grab back the attention. By using unex-. 
peeled music changes, 808 State tries to play with the psy¬ 
chology of die listener so that he will come back and listen 

again to the song, each time discovering new details. 

Kraftweik’s (a legendary synthesized German band) influ¬ 
ence is evident throughout the album. For example. Plan 9 
the listener on two mood shifts, and the third shift intro-, 
duces intense, sequenced, Kraftwerk-like loops. These inten¬ 
sify the mood and take away the calmness of the song, mak¬ 
ing it more of a pleasure to listen to by the introduction of the 
unexpected. 

Plan 9 has a rather deconstructed arrangement that’s ini¬ 
tiated by an acoustic guitar and a synthesized string line. 
These elements are, surprisingly, 'mounted' on top of intense 
house rhythms. The intensity is then broken by a simple synth 
rune over placid strings. Such is the diversity of 808 State's 
compositions. 

Ethnic influences can also be detected. Tabla loops . for 
example, shift the simple structure of Orbit to a stripped- 
down Arabic bear that builds back again to the original by 
reintrod action of drums. Underlying African rhythms are 
detected in Contrique. These are layered with raw synth 
sounds that play deconstructed tunes. 

One of the highlights of the album. One In Ten, originally a 
UB40 song that protests the negligence of authority towards 
citizens, is a simple song that works. It works by haring solid 
sin ging , courtesy of Ali Campbell of UB4Q, and an intense 
baseline and rhythm courtesy of 808 State. The result is a 
mixture of deconstructed music and good singing. 

If you're looking for an easy listening experience, then 
you're reading the wrong review. This album is hard to 
absorb, and needs careful listening. Even after that, it's hard to 
get addicted to. You must listen to the album if your ears have 
been contaminated by too much chart music, which usually 
sounds too pollshed^and pristine. 

Tty not to miss the experience of listening to 808 State.' 
Their music is like modem architecture—only a few master it 
and only a few can appreciate iL ■ 

* Haitham Ibrahim 
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Prep ared by Stallions Co. 

r~ 1 Title 


■Artist 

1 -Marih Carey 

_2:\J2 
.3 Blind Melon 
: 4 Soul Asylum 
.5 Janet Jackson 
©Haddaway: 

7 4 Non Blondes 

. 8 Dr Die . 

UB40 

10 TCrisKross 

i f OST 

12 Taylor Dayne 

13 Young MC 

14 Khaled 
15/ OST 

1©': Bell Biv Devoe : - 

17 - Gloria Estefan 

18 OST 

19: Sheena EaSton' 

20 Billy Idol. 

21 Young Black Teenagers 

22 2 Unlimited 

23 LL Cool J 

24 George Thorogood -- 

25 US3 

26 Ace of Page 

27 Cypress Hill 

28 Terence Trent D'Arby 

29 OST 

30 The Kinks 


TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Sneakers, Robert Red- 
ford, Dan ■ Aykroyd. 
MCA/Universal Home 
Video (R-1992) . 

2. A League of Their 
Own, Tom Hanks, Gee rut 
Davis. Columbia TriStar 
(PG-1992) 

3. The Last of the Mohi¬ 
cans. Daniel Day-Lewis. 
Madeleine Stowe, Fox Vi¬ 
deo iR-1992) 

4. Single White' Female, 
Bridget Fonda, Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, Columbia 
TriStar (R-1992) 


Music Bo x 

Zoeropd 

BUiidMdon V \'Sy-. 

Grove Dancer Union 
Jatiet 

The Album 

Bigger, Better Faster ; 
The Chronic 
Promises and lies 
Da Bomb . .. . 

Sleepless in Seattle 

Soul Dancing 
What's the Flavor 
NissiWssi 
Ninja Turtles If I 
Hoorie Mack 
M’Tietra 
Last Action Hero 
No Strings . 

Cyberpunk 
Dead Entities Doin' 

No Limits 

LA Shoots to the Dome 

Haircut . 

Hand on the Torch 
Happy Nution 
Black Sunday 
Symphony for Damn 
fn the Line of Fire 
The Best of the Ballads 


TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. The Bodyguard, 

SoundtracK Arista . 

2. Breathless. Kenny G.. 
Arista 

3. . Ten. .Summoner’a 
Tales. Sting, A&M 

4. Unplugged. Eric Clap¬ 
ton. Reprise 

5. Coverdale/Page, Co- 
- verdaleSPage. Geffen 

6. Packet Full of Kryp- - 
toriite. Spin- Doctors, Epic 

7. The Chronic, Dr. Dre, 
Interscope 

8. Lose Control, Silk, 
Etecktra 
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HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 

Under the ^rtramje oJ\S6er <yQrjestr> (Stum&GerAI <S6ussm 

the i3Lmhrssx> of ^Lrlp 

in cooperation with the Hotel intercontinental Jordan 

V is proud to present 



HALLOWEEN, TRADITIONAL 
night of the unquiet dead, once 
served as a potent reminder not to 
stray down the path of sin. And as 
the ’ ancient pagan festival 
approaches on 31 October in its 
Christianized form, the pleasant 
sounding Eve of All Souls, we 
shall certainly be treated to a 
retelling of old myths. 

But these are now considered 
quaint, even derisory tales, more a 
subject for lurid Hollywood 
movies than injunctions to good 
behavior. 

The Pope has different ways of 
denouncing sin these days, such as 
his Encyclical on the need for 
improved moral conduct 

And where Halloween is con¬ 
cerned, the Church generally pre¬ 
fers to make pronouncements as 
rarely as possible. 

Occasionally priests are lured 
by the media into rigorous denun¬ 
ciation, but these have become the 
exception rather than the rule. 

Their Bible-based message is 
that human souls are mortal and 
that an after-life without death and 
resurrection is Satanic. It may be 
perfectly valid, but who is 
listening? 

Certainly not those bored with 
the ritual repetition of what they 
see as old superstitions. 

Nor does it reach people so 
directionless that they follow any¬ 
one or anything which seems to 
offer an exciting, positive way for¬ 
ward—be it a new Hitler or Hallo- 


— •• ,iV; 

The mumbo-iumbo industry 


ween's key to an occult world of 
uirimaginabte possibilities. 

Tbe audience for the Father 
Damiens of this world—he was 
the priest-hero in the fact-based 
film The Exorcist —live in a half 
way house accommodating those 
who find it hard to fully believe or 
totally disbelieve. 

In the Commonwealth alone, 
this house has around 6,600 mil¬ 
lion residents and in the United 
States about 163 million, accord¬ 
ing to surveys. 

This is one measure of the bat¬ 
tleground for souls, but who's 

w inning ? 

Though religious belief systems 
cannot claim outrigbt victory, they 
arguably possess the leading edge 
over the forces of darkness. 

And that is despite the oawarct 
march of scientific rationalism, 
popularly blamed for desertions 
from the armies of God. 

Scientific rationalism's great 
18th century upsurge never 
stopped the birth and growth of 
the Methodist movement, and in 
Its present form, is more likely to 
enhance then erode our apprecia¬ 
tion of both natural and supemaro- 
ral worlds. 

We will eventually understand 
better where the two merge or 
divide—how. for instance,, the 


human mind can. 

. trigger . externa! 
energy forces suffi¬ 
cient to move 
objects and even 
translocate the body 
itself. 

this extraordi-. 
nary phenomenon,- 
authenticated in sev- 
era! cases including 
die psychic Uri;. 

Gelier. could cast a‘ 
new perspective on 
the lore of Hallo¬ 
ween's • . flying ■ 

witches. 

The general;, 
assumption is that 
these supposed 
brides of Satan flew only in their 
minds, under the influence of hal¬ 
lucinogenic drugs. 

It may be, however, that some 
actually did possess the psycholri- 
netic power to physically move 
from one place to another in an 
instant. 

A cluster of parapsychology pro- 
. fessors, including Robert Morris, 
an American working as Britain's 
•first official "gbostbuster," are 
seeking answers to suchquestioos. 

The process wiB be stow—Dr 
Morris' research at Edinburgh.Uni¬ 
versity has already lasted seven 



PIAZZA ITALIA . - ft 

November 3-7 ^ 

A. week of \j&)iniC6,\ fashion, art culture ; ; a 

sponsored by El Zay - GFT and Alitalia ; 0 

co-sponsored by Abu Shakra Trading, Campanile, Le Firme, Scaipa and Venefir. . ’ ; j- 

Fashion shows, with top models flown in from Italy, by GFT (manufacturer for leading international firms like: r- ■, , L |j 

Armani. Valentino, Ungaro, Dior, Fenaud & Montana) and by Venefir displays of garments, apparel, perfnmes *'■ v >* Y 
and of items fruit of (he cooperation with the Salt Handicraft Training centre: piano recital by Maestro Alberto Pomeranz; M 

opera recital by Baritone Mario Boccardo accompanied by Pianist Barbara Cattabiani; permanent exhibition of works of art-• Z 
by Lorenzo Fonda and other events lavishly accompanied by different gounnet dinners • . U 

prepared by Chef Celeste Tonon. especially flown in from Venice. 0 

The atmosphere will be that of a typical Italian square | f 

PIAZZA ITALIA - I 

- U 

For detailed information & ticket reservation for these exclusive proposals, please contact §§ 

HOTEL IhTTER^ONTINENTAL JORDAN. Tel. 641361, ext 2103/4 ^ 

(PioczaL will £e offtuJ. to tb NationalConszwahraj j JVoox cJ{lJluiirin ^ 



years—but will. ultimately tear-: 
away the veil between fantasy.antf.^.' JV J. 
reality; : 

This won'rbe welcome news - 

those who like life tinged with y'yfyJ-- 
mystery. But the churches wifi be w'-'- l 
delighted. U will sound the death- / 
knell for Halloween. ■ - 

NICOLA COLE, once a stafl^V^T 
writer and newsdesk executive^;. - _ 

at the London Times and Fhaan-^ 
dal Corespondent with 
London bnreaii of The Austral j. A. ZT-J"- 
lion, is now a freelance writer .'-C. 1 
based in Norfolk, England. • * J 
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Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
Amencan Centre Library. 820101 

Bntish CounciL.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..-. 637009 

Goethe Institute.__ 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre - 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre—_ 665195 

{Justin Youth City.— 667181/5 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 


W> ,i ^:T7'-f ?■'£>— r-\ 


Algenan-641271/2 

Australian.-...673246/7 

Austrian Embassy-..644635 

Bahrain.—664148/9 

Belgian . 675683 

Bulgarian.. 818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.— 677559 

Czechoslovakian ...._665105 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French _ 641273/4 

German.-689351 

Greek.... 671331/2 

Hungarian.. . . 815614 

Indian.. 637262 

Indonesian..-.828911 

Iraqi- 639331 

Italian.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland_625632 

Consulate of Iceland.698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka .....645312 

Japanese .. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti.. —675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese -- 641381 

Moroccan _ 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani.. 686155 

Pakistani_622787 

Palestine..677517 

People's Rep. of CHn*—.666139 

Phillipmes.. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari .682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian . 641158 

Saudi Arabian_814154/6 

South Korean . 660745/6 

Spanish . 614166/9 

Sudanese..—_ 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss..686416/7 

Syrian__ 641076 

Taiwan__ 671530 

Tunisian.. 674307/8 

Turkish _ 641251 

VJi£ ..643347/643341 

United Kingdom..—823100 

United States of America..S20101 

Yemen... 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA ..- ..694351/8 

1CRC..688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA.- 669194/8 

UNICEF....-.629571 

UNESCO.—.606559 


Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre..675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Tbeatre.625155 

Concord _ 677420 

Plaza__ 699238 

Philadelphia__634144 

Sports Clubs 

AI Hussein Sprats City..... 667181 

Orthodox Chib_ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club-. 815410 

Royal Shooting Club_ 736572 

Royal Chess Club.- 673713 






To book your Advertisement on tijeSectronic Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. 
Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


The Prime Ministiy/TeL 641211 

Foreign Affaire TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry TeL 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Public Health TeL 665131 

Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 663101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 

Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 

Industry & TxadeTeL 663191 

Supplies TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic AffairsTeL 666141 


Agriculture Td 686151 

Labour Td 698186 

Soda! Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Communications TeL 624301 

Information Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation Tel 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources Td. 815615 

Culture / Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities TeL 642311 
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AlyemdaCAir yemeo)—..653691 

Aeroflot - _641510 

Air Canada_ 630879 

Air France.-666055 / 667824 

Air India _688301/2 

Air Lanka ___682140 

Alitalia_ 625203 

American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings._894484 

Adria Airways_667029 

Austrian Airlines-637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways_641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Airlines...636232 

Cathay Efecific__628596 

Cyprus Airways___667028 

Egypt Air._ 630011 

EmiratssAirlines..643341 

Gulf Air..653613 

Hungarian Airlines.622275 

Iberia_637827/644036 

Iran Air... 622826 

Japan Airlines -630879 

K.L.M _622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lu fthansa- __ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.EJH_ 636104 

Olympic.. 630125/638433 

PLA _ 625981 

Philippine Airlines_ 640200 

Polish Airlines- 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jor dani an_ 678321 

Saudia_ 639333 

S candina vian Airlines .... 604499 

Singapore Airlines- 676177 

Sudan Airlines_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.Sj\.)659791/641906 

USAIR-_694801/2 

Syrian Air...622147 

TAROM- Romanian—..637380 

Thai Airways__637195 

Trans World Airline-623430 

Hirirish Airlines .-..659102 

Yemenia Airways-628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Aqaba Gulf Hotel_316636 

Aquamarina I-316250 

Coral Beach-313521 

Holiday IntT-312426 

Miramar-..314340 




AI Andalusiah_ 

Al Barakeh._ 

..606821 

_687988 

Al-Jabal_ 

Al-Labadi_ 

_606669 

_813554 

.... 639861 

Al-Samer. 

. —.771707 

AJ-Waha 

674105 

Amin Jarrar — 

..670498 

...666327 

Arabian.- 

Avis.—.— 

..641350 


1 rto'« AAtxnn 

Dirani... 

.660601 

.60i?5ft/sn 

General Services. 
Hertz (Inti sales) 
Kada .. 

_674100 

694802 

.665161/665153 

_639197/8 

. 816792 

lNauOaal... „ M . 

: Petra....-.-. 

. 605501 

Sahara.___ 

. 694883 

Satelite.... 

.625767/621471 

fifiROSR 


.. 604904 


. 694882 
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Folklore Masemn: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 am. - 5 p.m. year 
round. Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent col lection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. • 
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.. 54 

Buenos Aires 1 

.. 61 

Adelaide 8 

Brisbane 7 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 

Perth 9 

Sydney 2 

.43 

Vienna 222 

.. 973 


.32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Brazil.. 

-.-55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brasilia 61 

.359 

Sofia 2 

P-ftriRda... 


Ottawa 613 

Chile—..-. 

...• — 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.-. 

-.357 

Nicosia 21 

-.42 

Prague 2 

Denmark... 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 
Ecuador.... 

—.45 

..593 

Quito 2 

.„ 20 

---. 

Cairo 2 

.-.353 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 

.358 

Helsinki 6 

France.-.. 

.._33 

Paris 1 



Germany W. 
Bonn 288 


Atbens/Pirseus 1 
Hungary... 

...36 

Budapest 1 

India....-. 

.. 91 

Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 


And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,23*4,5,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia.—. 

.. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy..... 

.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.— _ 

..964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan. 

Tokyo? 

..81 

_0S4 

Nairobi 2 

.965 


_82 

Seoul 2 

Libya__-.. 

.218 

Tripoli 21 

Qfti 

Beirut 1 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

. 57 

Mexico City 5 

.217 

Fez 6 

Rabat 7 

Netherlands. 

.. 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen..- 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria..-.. 

Lagos I 

Norway—. 

Oslo 2 

Oman..-. 

Pakistan—. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.... 

Lima 14 

Philippines.—.—. 

M anil a 2 

Poland... 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar._—.—. 

Romania—. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 

Al-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.... 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 





USAir 

USAir begins with you 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo I 

Sudan..249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden.. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

Tunis I 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul I 

UAE..971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK..44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.-.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..-.38 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 











The Best Oriental 
Food in Town 


RESTAURANT 


Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonesian & 


Malaysian specialities 
Five branches all over the world and now one in 


Amman 


Live Band “6" nights a week 
World wide Programs VIA satellite 
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The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste leads. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel' 

for your reservations call 
639197 


trmtfirill] 

IThe most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
IA1I types of Bread 
I Cakes &. Pastries $ 


Fawanees Restaurant 



Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 


Amman 

International Hotel 






our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


I '>r Kcm-h illj-iii'. i;ill ('S5”4ii 
Miim-i-.s:uii 


Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

Sw^HuaS 

HOUSE Mnstry of Trade 

L . A Rd. 

Restaurant 



this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 




' Rest. 

Tel 841712/841713 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaII:682097 
Our name says it all 



The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 


A mman .' 

P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



The fares £ beat 
Cranes© ReoSuraRfi 
Era dSordGK 
1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 



RUMOURS 

EUROPEAN CUISINE 



Amman - Abdoon 

Tel:822425 




fear first eh 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

F o r r e s e r v ati o n s 

r .. .. , /t -> 



all (03) 31663 6 




Media Services International 

Info-Media 

For all your publishing needs 
Newsletters, advertising, 
mail listings^. 

Call 645-380 


Al- Shami Baaaar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Tel: 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 
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By Susan Sachs 

THEY CARRIED three players 
off ihe field on stitchers—one 
battered man twice—and fTstfights 
broke out in the stands at the end 
of the bruising action on the field. 

But the big political event of the 
Asia finals of the World Cup qual¬ 
ifying matches Sunday ended in 
an inconclusive game, tied at 1 , as 
Saudi Arabia fought Iraq, accom¬ 
panied by the rhythmic chanting 
of white-robed Saudis and the 
clanging of tambourines from 
Iraqi fans. 

So nasty was the atmosphere 
that the Saudis let loose a barrage 
of bleating horns during the play¬ 
ing of the lraqi naiionafanthem by 
a Qatari military band. 

The race to win tickets to the 
World Cup finals in the United 
States next year is still wide open, 
with the final games to be played 
today. Thursday, to end what was 
a closely ranked competition in 

the six-nation Asia group. 

In the most emotional of the 
matches so far. the two teams with 
the most immediate political bag¬ 
gage on their shoulders fought 
each other to exhaustion and 
shared agony. 

Iraq scored its goal in the first 
four minutes of the game w-hen 
captain Ahmed Radhi flicked the 
ball into the net after getting a 
cross from Selim Hussain. Bewil¬ 
dered Saudi supporters momentar¬ 
ily stopped their chanting, as Iraqi 
fans, 
backed 

by Pal- _ 'jT ?' 

eslinian 

expatri- - 

into a ‘ * \ 

frenzy .S • 

Many 

Iraqi . ■ .Vi /■.! 

fans .'/»V 

quickly 11 '•'«i\»l? '■ • ',»i i , 1 
switched i 'A'/,', s ;;; 

photo- "* hlA . u 

SF phs a Rodhi 

praying 

Saddam 

to a smiling Saddam after the 
goal. 

The Saudis bounced back with 
Saeed Owairan's goal from inside 
the penalty area some 30 minutes 
later, although they ■ were never 
able to take ihc lead. They blew a 
penalty shot in the 56th minute as 
it sailed high over the goal. 

During the game. Saudi and 
Iraqi players tripped each other, 
bashed each other and occasion¬ 
ally lent a helping hand to each 
other. Three times. Iraqi players 
were hustled off the field on a 


Saudis, Iraqis 
tie in nasty 
soccer game 














&*W : • 
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Iraqi Saad Qauis dribbles the ball with Saudi Abdullah Saleh chasing behind. 


stretcher. One man. Saad Numan. 
was immobilized twice. A Saudi 


stands, but quickly faded away. 
The outnumbered Palestinian. 


player also left the game stretched Jordanian. Sudanese and Tunisian 


On Friday, during a Saudi 
match against South Korea, the 
Arab fans scrambled onto the field 


Radhi 


out and in pain, carried by the 
always-busy medics. 

The isolated and boy¬ 
cotted Iraqis, who des¬ 
perately want to qualify f-. * 

and reach the shores of * 

the United Slates as a 
matter of wounded 
national pride, played Z n 

without three of their key •” l 

players, disqualified for 
rough or illegal plays in 
earlier games. 

In one rare moment of 
fraternity on the field, a 
Saudi player extended 
his hand to lift a fallen Iraqi player 
off the ground. A smattering of 
applause rippled through the 


farts cheering on Iraq responded after the Saudis equalized in the Oycniran 

with drums and blood-curdling final 30 seconds—the first exam- 


In the most emotional of the matches so 
far, the two teams with the most 
immediate political baggage on their 
shoulders fought each other to 
exhaustion and shared agony. 


screams as they hugged pictures 
of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 


pie of unseemly behavior in the 
Asia rounds that pit a number of 
old enemies. FIFA then warned 


the Saudi soccer organization that 
a similar outburst would result is 
the banning of Saudi spectators 
from future matches in the quali¬ 
fying games in Qatar. 

Bur FIFA, perhaps mindful of 
the significant financial contribu¬ 
tion do soccer organizations by the 
Saudis, apparently was reluctant 
to back up the threat 

Despite Sunday's rowdiness of 
the Saudi spectators, who outnum¬ 
bered the fans of Iraq's underdog 
team at least 4 to 1. FIFA appar¬ 
ently felt obliged, to downplay the 
intemperate display of bitterness 
on the Saudi side. 

Peter Velappan. general secre¬ 
tary of FIFA's Asian Football 
Confederation, released a state¬ 
ment after the match expressing 
the organization's "appreciation ._ 
for the orderly behavior and good 
conduct in the stadium." 

He also praised the players h for 
a good match played in the best 
spirit of sportsmanship and 
friendship.” 

The scene at the finish of (be 
game, however, stretched the defi¬ 
nition of ’‘friendship." Although 
Saudi fans didn't jump the barriers 
to the field, a fistfight broke out in 
the Saudi stands, apparently pro¬ 
voked by the presence of an unfor¬ 
tunately located Iraqi fan. Saudis 
Lossed shoes, water bottles and 
other trash at Qatari riot police 
who moved onto the field. 

Leery about potential violence 
and 

excess¬ 
ive 

enthusi¬ 
asm, the 
Qataris 
gathered 
near the 
edge of 
the Geld 
as the 
game 
ticked 
down to 
its final 
minutes. 

, Officers 

Owairon leading 

fierce- 
loolring 

dogs fanned out in front of the 
packed Saudi stands, drawing 
boos from the white-robed 
enthusiasts. 

Dogs, for the devoutly Muslim 
fans from the desert kingdom, rep¬ 
resented a particular insult. 
"Haram! Harare!” shouted Saudi 
cheerleaders through their mega¬ 
phones at the end of the game. 
"Forbidden! Forbidden!" ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 






By Ben Wedeman 
Special to The Star 

POLITICAL CARTOONISTS in 
Jordan are not a sympathetic or 
sentimental lot. Take imad Hajjaj 
at Al Rai, for example. Hajjaj's 
archetypical Jordanian is a 
scrawny, scheming, high-strung, 
unshaven, unkempt character 
whose eyes pop out of his head as 
be screeches orders non-stop to 
unseen Egyptian workers helping 
him hang election banners. Taped 
to the back of his jacket is a poster 
of his candidate, "The Bey," the 
uninspiring man . he hopes will 
bring him riches and his relatives 
jobs in exchange for dogged loy¬ 
alty and hard work during the 
.campaign. 

According to Hajjaj. this un¬ 
named character represents Jor¬ 
dan’s silent majority. He is scepti¬ 
cal of the democratic process, 
completely down to earth and 
practical, unmoved by the grandi¬ 
ose slogans of candidates from 
across the political spectrum and. 
more than anything, out to make a 
few dinars. "His thinking is one 
hundred percent materialistic," 
says Hajjaj. The important thing 
"is how much the deputy is going 
to pay him at the end of the cam¬ 


paign." Hajjaj’s character "knows 
it’s all empty talk, but he stays by 
the candidate." 

To ensure that readers under¬ 
stand that his character represents 
the entire country, Hajjaj puts him 
in a different location every day. 
One day he is in Salt, the next in 
Iririd, the following day • 
in one of 
Amman's 


Hajjaj insists he is not belittling 
the motives of his fellow country¬ 
men. Quire to the contrary. The 
kind of Jordanian, represented by. 
his character "understands politics, 
understands economics^ under¬ 
stands lots of thirijp-... He is cou¬ 
rageous, nervous, 'cheeky, a flat¬ 


terer. but he always twines out oij - 
lop and laughs at (he potitidaniL" ., 
This iypc nf person, says $ 

“much smarter than the politicians" 
who spends a fortune trying to get 
elected. .... 

.For inspiration, Hajjaj .gott- 
downtown everyday to talk i© pea- . 
pie and hear what they have to 
say. ”1 like to be among people. 

The atmosphere tin town) is very 
inspiring, more inspiring than 
watching television' or 
reading the newspapers; , 
aOffr You don’t get a feel for 
V the situation unless you • 

aw interact with people."Tfe.. 
H| says. The idea of taping The 
|ggf candidate’s poster to.his" 
MI character's back camejaftar. 
g jy he saw a man do cxucUy tjiat^ 
W inZcrqa. 

■ Strictly off the record, .jiM 
between you and me. Hajjaf lias_ 
confidcd in The Star that his char¬ 
acter will undergo a completei; ' 
transformation in the days shortly 
before the election. "He will; dis-. 
cover that 'the Bey* isn't going to ' 
win," says Hajjaj. "So he’ll begin 
to put up banners with realistic slo- 
gans like neither Parliament nor 
democracy will solve the problems', 
of the economy. ”■ 
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"intelliSense' heralds era of thinking software; 
new Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel coming: 

Office 4.0 to revolutionize workplace: 






NASSER 


Newton Message?ad hits the Middle East: 

PDA's achieve recognition 


THE NEWTON Mes¬ 
sage pad's Middle East 
launch dale is set for 
this October and has 
already been on show at j 
(he Ideal Systems Co. ; 
stand at the Amnion j 
Computer Expo "o? held j 
Iasi week. | 

The Apple Newton 
booth was literally 
swarming with people 
all eager to gi'c it a try 
to see if u could really 
recognize their hand 
writing. This public 
intcrcM in this unique 
hand-held Personal Did- 
ital Assistant from 

Apple is likely to be '- 

repeated at the GITEX show in 
Dubai. 

Karim Moufarrej. regional Con¬ 
sumer Manager for Arabian Busi¬ 
ness Machines (ABM) said they 
have received early models of the 
Newton to show on the market. 
They will be on show at the 
GITEX" and Computer Shopper 
shows in Dubai. 

The Newton’s use of advanced 
character recognition technology 
will enable the user to write on its 
pressure-sensitive screen with a 
simple plastic stylus, and it will 
simply interpret "handwriting into 
communicable data. 

it can capture keyboard, text 
and graphics and can be accord¬ 
ingly used for storing sketches, 
etc. Once data has been entered, 
the machine can store, fax. print 



or beam it to other Apple 
machines. 

The Newton's character recogni¬ 
tion. developed by a Russian firm 
is not done very neatly, but ade¬ 
quate. For the Newton to recog¬ 
nise your handwriting it must fall 
into the Newton' pre-programmed 
style for certain letters. This is 
quite extensive and should not 
cause a problem for most users. 

In norma! working conditions, it 
recognises whole words rather 
than just letters: a move designed 
to reduce misspelling. This works 
if you use words in in the New¬ 
ton's dictionary, but if they are 
not, or if you use a proper name, it 
can create havoc. 

Applications available (o New¬ 
ton users at the moment are 
mainly just six. which are: Money 


Magazine Financial Assistant. 
Money Magazine Business Forms. 
Fbdor 94 Travel Manager-top US 
cities. Fortune 500 Guide to 
American Business and Dell 
Crossword Puzzles and other 
games such as Columbo's Mystery 
Capers. 

Apple is looking to 'localize' the 
Newton by 1994. which involves 
making it available in French. 
German and Italian. Apple still has 
no plans, however, to make the 
Newton available in Arabic. 

Ideal Systems Co., distributors 
for Apple Computer in Jordan, are 
currently offering the Newton 
MessagePad. only on order, for JD 
650. "The price is determined by 
ABM and we'll be making price 
cuts as they come in from ABM", 
said Mr Basil Tutunji. Marketing 
Manager of Ideal Systems. ■ 


MICROSOFT HAS raced ahead 
in the fast paced computer appli¬ 
cation market with the launch of a 
'thinking' version of its highly 
acclaimed and top-selling business 
suite Microsoft Office 4.0. 

At the same time, the company 
has announced dramatically 
updated versions of its world¬ 
leading spreadsheet. Excel 5.0 and 
the top word-processor. Microsoft 
Word 6.0. both of which will be 
available free of charge to Office 
4.0 purchasers before the end of 
the year. 

Available now, Microsoft 
Office 4.0 comes with the new 
Word 6.0, Excel 4.0. PowerPoint 
3.0 and Access 1.1 with coupons 
for free upgrading to Excel 5.0 
and PowerPoint 4.0 which will be 
released in January. AH th e new 
products will be shown at GITEX 
'93 in Dubai. 

Prior to the launch of Office 
4.0. Microsoft was estimated to 
have 77 percent of the world-wide 
business suite market, with closest 
rival Lotus trailing a long way 
behind with 18 percent. 


Microsoft is releasing versions 
of Office 4.0 on the market for 
Windows and Macintosh with ver¬ 
sions coming for Sun and UNIX 
systems. 



Office 4.0 features cross¬ 
application drag-and-drop editing, 
sharing OLE services—a marked 
improvement on the old- 
technology 'cut-and-paste' facility- 
visual editing and unified installa¬ 
tion facilities, none of which are 
offered by principal competitors. 

Additionally, Office 4.0 features 


Microsoft Office Manager 
fMOM). networking and applica¬ 
tion development . (via Visual 
Basic) facilities in a total package 
designed to "make routine tasks 
automatic and complex tasks 
routine." . 

Within the individual applica¬ 
tions, IntelliSense provides Auto- 
Correct, AutoFonnat and AutoSei- 
ect functions in Microsoft Word 
6.0 and TipWizard, Drag-and Plot, 
AutoFiller and Automatic subto¬ 
tals in Excel 5.0. 

General manager of Microsoft 
Middle East, Charles. Allen, said 
that Office 4.0 would revolution¬ 
ize working practices by allowing 
users to combine die features of 
spreadsheet, word-processing, 
graphics and other facilities in one 
document with much more effec¬ 
tiveness than previous and com-, 
peting business suites.. - -. - 

"An these developments are - 
intended to help the user concen¬ 
trate on the task rather than on rite 
tools required to perform the task," 
said Allen.* 
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Arabic OS/2 2.0 

• After a long wait. IBM has 
finally finished the Arabisation of 
version 2.0 of its operating system 
OS/2. Arabic OS/2 2.0 was devel¬ 
oped by the IBM Scientific Center 
based in Egypt. 

Arabic OS/2 is expected to 
make its debut in GlTEx ’93. 


Piracy losses in 1992 amount to $11.5 bflpoii ' 

• The Business Software Association (BSA) reported that losses ;-- • 
resulting from software piracy all over the world have amounted to,' .- 
SI 1.5 billion for foe year 1992 - . : / J- 

$5.1 billion of this money was lost in Asia whfese piracy is really • 
big business especially with tbe absence of proper implementation : t 
of copyright laws inmost countries. " . 

Even in Europe, where there are copyright laws, piracy'is very. 
high in countries like Italy and Spain with pirated soft ware Account- - 
ing for almost 72 percent of the software in use! Even ia Ihe-USAi. >: 
around 50 percent of the softvranim use ismraied!;>‘ "V 7 -? v’ 

The $11.5 billion losses resulting from piracy, where distribute'• 
as follows; $5.1 billion in Asia, $45 billion in Euf 6 pe«nti I.9M- V 
Hon iu the USA. - ... V-. 


Arabisation Kit for Auto¬ 
CAD/ Windows 12.0 

# COMSOFT of Jordan, an 
Autodesk Registered Developer, 
has just released a Windows ver¬ 
sion of the ARAB KIT and will be 
displaying it for the first time at 
the Microsoft stand in GITEX 93.. 

The ARABKIT/Win, utilizing 
the underlying Arabisation in Ara¬ 
bic Windows, enables the user to 
apply Arabic text and attributes to 
the drawings without any added 
effort- The new ARAB KIT for 
Windows is fully compatible with 
the different releases of the 
ARAB KIT for AutoCAD/DOS 
386 version. It incorporates nine 
high quality AutoCAD Arabic 
shape fonts most of which can be 
bolaened with Comsoffs innova¬ 
tive boldening technique applied 
on the Arabic text in two shades 
of grey. 

The new release includes an. 
English-Arabic dictionary that 
contains the engineering terms in. 
use throughout the Arab world. A. 


bonus Arabic menu feature could 
be optionally installed transform¬ 
ing all AutoCAP menus into Ara¬ 
bic menus. • : • 

Arabic Solaris • 

# To provide a comprehensive 
woridBg environment far Sun end- t 
users md applications developers 
in the Middle East, Sun is working • 
with ACS (Arabic Computers Sys¬ 
tem) on the development of Arabic 
Solaris based on standards such as : 
Unix SVR4, ANSI C, Xfl, 
POSIX, X/Open and EUC the-• 
suite of development tools availa¬ 
ble to generic and localized appli¬ 
cation developers. 

• Arabic SunPC a PC emulation, 

package that allows you to install 
MS Windows 3.0 with Arabic sup¬ 
port on a Sun workstation, has 
been available for some time. . 

These are moves that follow the 


jsdy. with its partners in . the- 
iddfeEast region. 
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LOTUS 

SmartS uite 

FOR 

WINDOWS 


ANALYSE IT 
LOTUS 1-2-3 


WRITE IT 
LOTUS MAI 
PRO 


The word class 
spread sheet 


The be?! word 
processor for 


PRESENT IT 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 

Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


ORGANIZE J\ 

LOTUS 

ORGANIZER 

The easiest wey 
to rrisnaqo your 


SEND IT 
LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 

The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail 


Authorized i KaU r l «»r 
Lotus ProdinMv 


Jordan Computer Center 

Shnc-is.im. Tel. 673* 15. S73-52G. 

Fax. {502-6} 536500 P.O.Sox SIC-JOS 
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A look back at Hie Amman 
Computer Expo "93 

NOW THAT the Amman Computer Expo *93 is over, maybe , 
should take a look bade at it from a different angle, perhaps maybe 
even with a little critidrtn were criticism in order. 

Last year's phenomenon of tumbling PC prices was not evident this 
year at all with prices only dropping slightly from what they were like 
during the summer. Maybe the mania of price dives that character*/ 
ized the computer industry last year is finally.coming to an end. Stiif 
there wbre'Some good dea l s. A good example is the Red Stone 
486DX-33TMHz. with VESA local bus. 
video, computer from Al Harare com-’ 
pkte with 212 MB hard disk, 4 MB Ram 
and SVGA color monitor for JD 1250. 

GhazaJ Computer Establishment was 
also offering a very attractive deal on its 
Creative^Labs; Sound Blaster card with 
speakers for JD 75. 

On the other hand, there were some 
astronomically priced computers such as 
.an 'environmentally friendly', ’power 
saving’ 486SX IBM PC for die humble 
price tag of JD7b00 at the Sjtecial Sys r 
terns Co stand. So,'looking around ai ihe expo did give the user a 
very wicte.rahgeof prices for the same product • 

A qtnek surveybooths would clearly show that the number 
of 486 tornpqiere oh. show exceeded the number of 386 PCs which is 
surely a sign tbat Jordanian computer companies clearly view the 486 
as the new entzy^Byel.to.personal computing. Many companies made 
it a point to show et least one Pentium computer running some son of 
complex application ai- impressive speeds and performing tasks like 
playing tbe motion picture Terminator "Z inside an open window 
under the Microsoft Windows environment; 

One thing thar. you couldn't help but notice was that Windows 
applications were everywhere. Especially Arabic Windows applica¬ 
tions, mduding Arabic Excel and Word.. Although DOS is still the- 
roost wide-spread operating system in use fn Jordan, people are obvi- 
o^ly.movingiciwhrds Winriows,.and all tije companies at the Expo, 
were offering PCs running Windows applications. 

7 HowevevWihdows NT was no where to be seen except at the Spe- ■ 
cialized.Techracal services booth, which is-very-natural seeing as they 
are the Microsoft dastributors for Jordan- Anyway, Windows NT has 
only been available m Jordan for under a month. The networking soft- - 
. ware you would' find everywhere was" Novell Netware which is sitH/ 
the leading neftroikmgsqftware inJordaiL-;; . .... ./“j 

' So was this yetik expo a tmeindicaticin'<yf tbc lbrdanian compu^i 
.-sectoris Erections, br maybe even.ihe. room's? The companies which - 
partidpaied are quite representative of foe Jordanian computer sector,^ 
tbe products they were showing were just about air the products avati^! 
able m foe Still. ;tiie>show didn't point mnch of a 

sign to the.foture with the.exception of a.couple of Pentium PCs 
Windows' NT, the. Apple^Newron- and some interesting riiuftiinecfia : 
appKcahons-Tl« pEGJOptofC was'^jowhere to be'seen and there~ 
wa^treyen a p^otype.of-foe PowerPC. Disappointingly, Computer" 
&.EngmeemigBureau aqd Unitech were still-showing the IBMRS/" 
600ft and AS/400 "as mmn products? which have- been around on the ■ 
market for so long. V- ; '* 

One point tbat : eyeryOTe wlro yisii«l the show.agreed ori . was that ^ 


fWcb.wf . a afosappoinnneni fothe paitiripants. Some aSS 

beffeve tbatjbe tnnugjpffoe expo was.wiong'siSit coiJStteS 

Signore and wS™^Sffiksfot 
ward to. With nme, it may .become of more rettioml 
Kat'rswbai kwitt really take oft See you ai 
































































